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work. The national railroad is a national ne- 
eessity. Without it, we cannot preserve the in- 

rrity of the Union, in time of war. There are 
members of this body who have constitutional 
scruples in using the national treasure in aiding 
1 the construction of this great work; I have 
none. I took to the obligations of the Constitu- 
tion as wellas its restrictions. Among the powers 
conferred by the Constitution upon Congress we 
find prominent the obligation to provide for the 
««common defense’ of the country. This great 
national highway is absolutely necessary to de- 
fend the Pacific coast of the United States in time 
ef war. Without it, we shall be severed from the 
rest of the Union; with it, this Government is 
impregnable and can defy all the nations of the 
earth. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


4 THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I move that the 
offered by me a few days ago, commonly 
known as the homestead bill, now lying on the 
Secretary’s table, be taken up with a view to its 
reference to the Committee on Public Lands. 


4 BILL to encourage agriculture, commerce, manufac- 
tures, and all other branches of industry, by granting to 
every man, who is the head of a family, and a citizen of 
the United States, a homestead of one hundred and sixty 
acres of land out of the public domain, upon condition 
of occupancy and cultivation of the same for the period 
herein specified. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
‘That any person, who is the head of a family, and a citizen 
of the United States, shall, from and after the passage of 
this act, be entitled to enter, free of cost, one quarter-sec- 
tion of vacant and unappropriated public lands, except the 
mineral lands, whether surveyed or unsurveyed, or a quan 
tity equal thereto, to be located in a body, in conformity with 
the legal subdivisions of the public lands, and after the same 
shall have been surveyed. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the person ap- 
plying for the benefit of this act shall, upon application to 
the register of the land office in which he or she is about to 
make such entry, make affidavit before the said register 
that be or she is the head of a family; and upon making 
the affidavit as above required, and filing the affidavit with 
the register, he or she shall thereupon be permitted to enter 
the quantity of land already specified: Provided, however, 
That no certificate shall be given, or patent issued therefor, 
until the expiration of three years from the date of such 
entry; and if, at the expiration of such time, the person 
making such entry, or if he be dead his widow, or in case of 
her death bis heirs or devisee, or in case of a widow making 
such entry her heirs or devisee, in case of her death, shall 
prove, by two credible witnesses, that he, she, or they have 
continued to reside upon and cultivate said land, and still 
reside upon the same, and have not alienated the same, or 
any part thereof; then, in such case, he, she, or they shall 
be entitled to a patent, asin other cases provided for by law: 
And provided further, In case of the death of both father 
and mother, leaving an infant child or children under four- 
teen years of age, the right and the fee shall inure to the 
benefit of said infant child or children, and the executor, 
administrator, or guardian may, at any time within two 
years after the death of the surviving parent, in accordance 
with the laws of the State in which said children, for the 
time being have their domicil, sell said land for the benefit 
of said infants, but for no other purpose ; and the purchaser 


shall acquire the absolute title by the purchase, and be en- | 


titled to a patent from the United States. 

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That the register of 
the land office shall note all such applications on the 
tract-books and plats of his office, and keep a register of 
all such entries, and make return thereof to the General 
Land Office, together with the proof upon which they have 
been founded. 

Sec. 4. Andbe it further enacted, That all land ac- 
quired under the provisions of this act, shall in no event 


become liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts con- 


tracted prior to the issuing the patent therefor. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if, at any time 


after filing the affidavit as required in the second section of | 


this act, and before the expiration of the three years afore- 
said, itshall be proven, after due notice to the settler, to the 
satisfaction of the register of the land office, that the per 
son having filed such affidavit shall have actually changed 
his or her residence, or abandoned the said entry for more 
than six months at any one time, then, and in that event, 
the land so entered shall revert back to the Government, 
and be disposed of as other public lands are now by law. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That any individual, | 
not a citizen of the United States, but at the time of making | 


such application for the benefit of this act, shall have filed 
a declaration of intention as required by the naturalization 
laws of the United States, and shall become a citizen, shall 
be placed upon an equal footing with the native-born citi- 
zen of the United States. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no individual 
shall be permitted to make more than one entry under the 
provisions of this act; and that the Commissioner of the 


3 


General Land Office is hereby required to prepare and 
issue such rules and regulations consistent with this act, 
as shail be necessary and proper to carry its provisions into 
effect; and that the registers and receivers of the several 
land offices shall be entitled to receive the same compen 
aation for any lands entered under the provisions of this 
act, that they are now entitled to receive when the same 
quantity of land is entered with money, one half to be 
paid by the person making the application at the time of so 
doing, and the other half on the issue of the certificate by 
the person to whom it may be issued: Provided, however, 
That all persons entering land under the provisions of this 
act, shall, as near as may be practicable, in making such 
entries, be confined to each alternate quarter section: ind 
provided further, That nothing in this act shall be so con 
strued as to impair or interfere, in any manner whatever, 
with existing preémption rights. 

This bill differs in many material points from 
the one which passed the House of Representa- 
tives during the last Congress. It giv s the right 
of settlement upon the unsurveyed as well as the 
surveyed public lands. ‘This is indispensable to 
give the inhabitants of the new States and Terri- 
tories the full benefits of this measure. Many 
years must elapse before the lands in those States 
and Territories will be surveyed, and without 
this important feature in the bill, it would be use- 
less in those sections of the Union. It also ex- 
cludes the mineral lands from its operation. It 
limits the time of occupation and cultivation to 
secure the title to the settler to three instead of 
five years. Every member of the Senate from 
the new States will see the importance of perfect- 
ing the titles to land under this act at the expira- 
tion of three years after its occupation and settle- 
ment. Italso gives a quarter-section of land, not 
only to every citizen of the United States settling 
on the public lands, but to all persons who have 
declared their intention to become citizens at the 
date of their settlement. [ move that the bill be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to. 

COLLECTIONS FROM IMPORTS. 

Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, some days ago 
I introduced a bill providing for the payment to 


the State of California of all moneys collected 
from imports within the borders of said State, 
from the date of the treaty of peace with Mexico 
up to the date of its admission into the Union. 
[ move that the Senate now proceed to the con- 
sideration of that bill, that I may have it referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 


A BILL to authorize and direct the payment of certain 
moneys into the treasury of the State of California, 
which were collected in the ports of said State as a rev 
enue upon imports, since the ratification of the treaty of 
peace between the United States and the Republic of 
Mexico, and prior to the admission of said State into the 
Union. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That it is hereby made the duty of the President of the 
United. States, to cause to be paid into the treasury of the 
State of California, all the moneys collected in the ports 
now embraced within the limits of said State, from the 
thirtieth of May, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
eight, to the day on which the Collector appointed under 
the act entitled ** An act to extend the revenue laws of the 
United States over the territory and waters of Upper Cali 
fornia, and to create acollection district therein,’’ approved 
March three, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, entered upon 
the duties of his office: Provided, That all such moneys so 


to be paid to the State of California, shall be exclusive of 


all sums that have been judged to have been properly 
expended by virtue of ** An act entitled, ‘an act for the 
relief of Brevet Brigadier General Bennett Riley, and to 
enable him to settle his accounts with the United States,’ ”’ 
approved February 5th, 1853. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That it is hereby 
made the duty of the President of the United States to 
cause to be paid into the treasury of the State of California, 
all moneys collected as a revenue upon imports in the 
ports now embraced within the limits of said State, from 
the day on which the collector appointed under the act 

| aforesaid, approved third March, cighteen hundred and 
forty-nine, entered upon the duties of his office, to the day 
on which the State of California was admitted into the 
Union: Provided, That all such moneys so directed to be 
paid over shall be exclusive of all amounts properly dis 
bursed in collecting the same. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, Thatit is hereby made 
|| the duty of the President of the United States to cause to 
|| be paid into the treasury of the State of California, all 
|| moneys collected in the ports now embraced within the 
limits of said State, as hospital and light dues, and which 
moneys were so collected prior to the day on which said 
State was admitted into the Union. 


| A flagrant wrong has been perpetrated on the 
| people of California by the refusal of Congress to 


pay over this fund to the State. The sacred prin- 
ciple which we fought for in the revolutionary 
war, that there shall be no taxation without rep- 
resentation, has been violated in withholding this 
money from the State. I hope that this just re- 
proach upon the Government may be wiped out 
by the passage of this bill at an early day. I 
move its reference to the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to 

EXPENSE OF SUPPRESSING INDI AN HOS- 

rILITIES. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, | move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill 
which I offered some days ago, to refund to Cali- 
fornia the expenses incurred by that State in sup- 
pressing Indian hostilities within its borders, that 
it may be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

A BILE. to refund to the State of California the expenses 
incurred in suppressing Indian aggressions in that State 

Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 


of the United States of America in Con 


ress assembled, 
That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be, and 
they hereby are directed to examine the accounts and 
vouchers, and to audit and settle the claims of the State of 
California upon the United States, for advances made and 
expenses necessarily incurred by that State in the sup 


pression of Indian hostilities, aggressions, and depredation 


upon the persons and property of its citizens 
Ske. 2. tnd be it further enacted, That the amount so 


found to have been actua paid by the State of California 


forthe purposes aforesaid, be, and the same hereby is, appro 


priated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap 
propriated, to be retunded or paid to the said State 

The early passage of this measure is of the 
createst importance to the State of California. 
We are now burdened with an enormous State 
debt, and our citizens are subjected to oppressive 
taxation to sustain the State covernment [t is 
clearly the duty of the United States to assume 
the payment of this Indian war debt. It was 
created to defend our citizens from being massa- 
cred by the Indian tribes within our borders 
Every similar debt contracted by other States has 
been assumed by the General Government. The 
vouchers upon which this claim on the National 
Government is based will be laid before Con- 
gress at an early day, which will show in detail 
the whole expenditure by the State authorities in 
the prosecution of these Indian wars; and as it is 
of the utmost importance to the credit of the 
State that the determination of Congress in re- 
gard to this debt should be known atan early day, 
it is hoped that immediate legislation will follow 
upon the presentation of these vouchers. I move 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tarv Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 12, 1853. 

The House met at twelve o’clockm. Prayer by 
tev. Henry Siicer, Chaplain of the Senate. 
The Journal of Thursday was read and approved. 

QUALIFICATION OF MEMBERS. 

Mr. BARKSDALE announced that his col- 
leacues from the State of Mississippi, Messrs. 
SincLteton and Weauicurt, were present, and de- 
sired to be qualified. , 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. Haraison, was also present, and 
ready to be sworn. 

Mr JONES, of New York, announced that Mr. 
Gerrit Smitrn, of New York, was likewise pres- 
ent. 

The above-named gentlemen thereupon ap- 
peared, and were qualified by taking the oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER, according to order, announced 
the following standing committees of the House, 
viz: 

Committee on Elections—Richard H. Stanton of 
Kentucky, James Gamble of Pennsy!vania, Pres- 

|ley Ewing of Kentucky, James L. Seward of 
’ Georgia, Orsamus B. Matteson of New York, 
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Nathan T. Stratton of New Jersey, Edward 
Dickinson of Massachusetts, George Bliss of Ohio, 
and Samuel Clark of Michigan. 

On Ways and Means—George 8. Houston of 
Alabama, George W. Jones of Tennessee, Harry 
Hibbard of New Hampshire, Alexander H. 
Stephens of Georgia, John S. Phelps of Missouri, 
William Appleton of Massachusetts, John C. 
Breckinridge of Kentucky, Solomon G. Haven 
of New York, and John Robbins of Pennsylvania. 

On Clains—Alfred P. Edgerton of Ohio, John 
Letcher of Virginia, Joshua R. Giddings of Ohio, 
Carlton B. Curtis of Pennsylvania, Daniel Mace 
of Indiana, John G. Miller of Missouri, Thomas 


Ruffin of North Carolina, Charles Ready of Ten- | 


nessee, and William W. Boyce of South Carolina. 

On Commerce—Thomas J. D. Fuller of Maine, 
John S. Millson of Virginia, John Wentworth 
of Illinois, Tappan Wentworth of Massachu- 
setts, William Aiken of South Carolina, Aaron 
Harlan of Ohio, George W. Morrison of New 
Hampshire, William Dunbar of Louisiana, and 
Reuben E. Fenton of New York. 

On Public Lands—David T. Disney of Ohio, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb of Alabama, Henry Ben- 
nett of New York, Bernhart Henn of lowa, Milton 
S. Latham of California, Isaac E. Hiester of Penn- 
sylvania, Hestor L. Stevens of Michigan, Samuel 
Caruthers of Missouri, and Edward A. Warren 
of Arkansas. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads—Edson B. 
Olds of Ohio, Paulus Powell of Virginia, Charles 
W. Upham of Massachusetts, Daniel T. Jones 
of New York, Wiley P. Harris of Mississippi, 
Ben Edwards Grey of Kentucky, Asa Packer of 
Pennsylvania, Jesse 0. Norton of Illinois, and 
James A. McDougal of California. 

On the District of Columbia—William T. Ham- 
ilton of Maryland, William O. Goode of Virginia, 
Richard Yates of Illinois, John G. Davis of In- 
diana, David A. Noble of Michigan, John Dick 
of Pennsylvania, William S. Barry of Mississip- 
1, William Cullom of Tennessee, and John 
Raster of New York. 

On the Judiciary—F rederick P. Stanton of Ten- 
nessee, John 8. Caskie of Virginia, James Meach- 
am of Vermont, Origen S. Seymour of Connecti- 
cut, Samuel W. Parker of Indiana, Hendrick B. 
Wright of Pennsylvania, John Kerr of North 
Carolina, Francis B. Cutting of New York, and 
Henry May of Maryland. 

‘On Revolutionary Claims—Rufus W. Peckham 
of New York, Augustus Drum of Pennsylvania, 
Moses B. Corwin of Ohio, John M. Elliott of 
Kentucky, Jacob Shower of Maryland, Sion H. 
Rogers of North Carolina, John F. Snodgrass of 
Virginia, Samuel L. Crocker of Massachusetts, 
and Norman Eddy of Indiana. 

On Public Expenditures—William H. Kurtz of 
Pennsylvania, George Hastings of New York, 
Alexander C. M. Pennington of New Jersey, 
Preston S. Brooks of South Carolina, James C. 
Allen of Illinois, Robert M. Bugg of Tennessee, 
David Stuart of Michigan, John Z%. Goodrich of 
Massachusetts, and Alexander DeWitt of Massa- 
chusetts. 

On Private Land Claims—Junius Hillyer of 
Georgia, James H. Lane of Indiana, James Aber- 
crombie of Alabama, Henry A. Muhlenberg of 
Pennsylvania, Samuel A. Smith of Tennessee, 
Theodore G. Hunt of Louisiana, Charles Hughes 
of New York, Matthias H. Nichols of Ohio, 
and Theodorick R. Westbrook of New York. 

On Manufactures—John McNair of Pennsyl- 
vania, Thomas Davis of Rhode Island, John R. 
Franklin of Maryland, George W. Kittredge 
of New Hampshire, Hiram Walbridge of New 
York, Samuel Mayall of Maine, Eliha B. Wash- 
burn of Illinois, James F. Dowdell of Alabama, 
and Caleb Lyon of New York. 

On Igriculture—John L. Dawson of Pennsyl- 
vania, Fayette McMullin of Virginia, Willis 
Allen of Illinois, Richard C. Puryear of North 
Carolina, William D. Lindsay of Ohio, Samuel 
Cairk of Michigan, William Murray of New 
York, John P. Cook of lowa, and Samuel Lilly 
of New Jersey. 

On Indian Affairs—James L. Orr of South 
Carolina, Ben C. Eastman of Wisconsin, Galusha 
A. Grow of Pennsylvania, Edward Ball of Ohio, 
Augustus E. Maxwell of Florida, Daniel B. 
Wright of Mississippi, Alfred B. Greenwood of 
Arkansas, Benjamin Pringle of New York, and 
Milton 8. Latham of California. 


On Military Affairs—Thomas H. Benton of 
Missouri, William H. Bissel of Illinois, Charles 
J. Faulkner of Virginia, Thomas M. Howe of 
Pennsylvania, William R. Smith of Alabama, 
Nathaniel P. Banks of Massachusetts, James A. 
McDougal of California, Emerson Etheridge of 
Tennessee, and Joshua Vansant of Maryland. 

On the Militia—Elijah W. Chastain of Georgia, 
Jared V. Peck of New York, William Everhart 
of Pennsylvania, Zedekiah Kidwell of Virginia, 
William R. Sapp of Ohio, Samuel P. Benson of 
Maine, John B. Macy of Wisconsin, Edward 
Wade of Ohio, and James Maurice of New York. 

On Naval 1 ffairs—Thomas 8S. Bocock of Vir- 
ginia, Moses Macdonald of Maine, George W. 
Chase of New York, William S. Ashe of North 
Carolina, Thomas B. Florence of Pennsylvania, 
Felix K. Zollicoffer of Tennessee, Charles Skel- 
ton of New Jersey, Alfred H. Colquitt of Geor- 
gia, and Augustus R. Sollers of Maryland. 

On Public Buildings and Grouwnds.—Burton 
Craige of North Carolina, Nathan Belcher of Con- 
necticut, John L. Taylor of Ohio, Lawrence M. 
Keitt of South Carolina, and Ebenezer M. Cham- 
berlain of Indiana. 

On Foreign Affairs—Thomas H. Bayly of Vir- 
ginia, Sampson W. Harris of Alabama, Joseph 
R. Chandler of Pennsylvania, Colin M. Ingersoll 
of Connecticut, Gilbert Dean of New York, 
Thomas L. Clingman of North Carolina, Wilson 
Shannon of Ohio, William Preston of Kentucky, 
and John Perkins of Louisiana. 

On the Territories—William A. Richardson 
of Illinois, John McQueen of South Carolina, 


| John L. Taylor of Ohio, David J. Bailey of 


Georgia, William Smith of Virginia, E. Wilder 
Farley of Maine, William H. English of Indi- 
ana, Philip Philips of Alabama, and Alfred W. 
Lamb of Missouri. 

On Revolutionary Pensions—W illiam H. Church- 
well of Tennessee, Henry A. Edmundson of 
Virginia, Israel Washburn of Maine, Peter Rowe 
of New York, Ner Middleswarth of Pennsylva- 
nia, Andrew Ellison of Ohio, James J. Lindley 
of Missouri, Smith Miller of Indiana, and Thomas 
T. Flagler of New York. 

On Invalid Pensions—Thomas A. Hendricks of 
Indiana, Christian M. Straub of Pennsylvania, 
Russell Sage of New York, George Vail of New 
Jersey, James S. Chrisman of Kentucky, Andrew 
Stuart of Ohio, William B. W. Dent of Georgia, 
J. Wiley Edmands of Massachusetts, and Wil- 
liam M. Tweed of New York. 

On Roads and Canals—Cyrus L. Dunham of 
Indiana, George Read Riddle of Delaware, Lewis 
D. Campbell of Ohio, James T. Pratt of Connec- 
ticut, William A. Walker of New York, David 
Ritchie of Pennsylvania, Henry M. Shaw of 
North Carolina, Leander M. Cox of Kentucky, 
and William Barksdale of Mississippi. 

On Patents—Benjamin B. Thurston of Rhode 
Island, Samuel A. Bridges of Pennsylvania, An- 
drew Tracy of Vermont, Bishop Perkins of New 
York, and Clement S. Hill of Kentucky. 

On Revisal and Unfinished Business— Williamson 
R. W. Cobb of Alabama, John McNair of Penn- 
sylvania, John McCulloch of Pennsylvania, An- 
drew Stuart of Ohio, and Alvah Sabin of Ver- 
mont. 

On Accounts—Carlton B. Curtis of Pennsylva- 
nia, Andrew Oliver of New York, Edwin B. Mor- 
gan of New York, Thomas Ritchey of Ohio, and 
O. R. Singleton of Mississipi. 

On Mileage—Andrew J. Harlan of Indiana, 
William H. Witte of Pennsylvania, David A. 


Reese of Georgia, Harvey H. Johnson of Ohio, || 


and James Knox of Illinois. 

On Engraving—George Read Riddle of Dela- 
ware, Mike Walsh of New York, and George 
A. Simmons of New York. 

On the Library—Thomas H. Benton of Mis- 


David Stuart of Michigan, Thom 


souri, Joseph R. Chandler of Pennsylvania, | 


and Charles J. Faulkner of Virginia. 

Joint Committee on Printing—W illiam Murray 
of New York, Richard H. Stanton of Kentucky, 
and Samuel L. Russel, of Pennsylvania. 

On Enrolled Bills—Frederick W. Green of 
Ohio, and Alexander De Witt of Massachusetts. 

On Expenditures in the State Department—Daniel 
Wells of Wisconsin, George Vail of New Jersey, 
Samuel L. Crocker of Massachusetts, Samuel A. 


| Smith of Tennessee, and Thomas T. Flagler of 
|| New York. 


On Expenditures in the Treasury Department— 


| 


| 


|| tions to be filled without a motion. 


, as W. Cum. 
ming of New York, Mordecai Oliver of Missoun 


Michael C. Trout of Pennsylvania cdw 
Wade, of Ohio. , + an Ratwand 

On Expenditures in the War Department—Georo 
W. Kittredge of New Hampshire, John Wheeler 
of New York, Ner Middleswarth of Pennsyly., 
nia, Davis Carpenter of New York, and Elihu 
B. Washburn of Illinois. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department—F ay. 
ette McMullin of Virginia, Thomas Ritchey of 
Ohio, Charles W. Upham of Massachusetts 
James F. Dowdell of Alabama, and Alexander 
C. M. Pennington of New Jersey. 

On Expenditures in the Post Office Department 
Samuel Lilly of New Jersey, Smith Miller of [n- 
diana, Samuel P. Benson of Maine, James EL 
Seward of Georgia, and James Abercrombie of 
Alabama. 

On Expenditures on the Public Buildings—Henry 
A. Edmundson of Virginia, Mike Walsh of New 
York, Alvah Sabin of Vermont, Michael ¢. 
Trout of Pennsylvania, and Thomas W. Cum. 
mings New York. 

Mr. GROW. Task leave to introduce a bij] 
| for the encouragement of agriculture,” of which 
| previous notice has been given, for the purpose of 

reference. 


[Cries of ** Object!’’] 


LIBRARIAN OF THE HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the question on the adoption of the following 
resolution, introduced on Thursday by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty:] 


| Resolved, That this House will proceed at one o’clock 
to elect an officer to be called the Librarian of the House of 
| Representatives, who shall have charge of its books and 
, documents, and shall discharge the same duties and receive 
the same pay that are now discharged and received by the 
messenger appointed by the Clerk to act as Librarian: 
Provided, 'That said messenger shall be dispensed with, 
and that the number of messengers hereafter employed by 
the Clerk shall be one less than are now authorized.” 


| Upon this resolution the previous question has 
| been ordered, and no other business is in order ex- 
cept by unanimous consent. 

| Mr. RICHARDSON. Do [ understand the 
Chair to decide that that resolution now comes up 
as unfinished business? 

| TheSPEAKER. Yes. 
_ business of Thursday. 

| Mr. RICHARDSON. And that the previous 
| question has been moved and seconded ? 


It is the unfinished 


|| TheSPEAKER. The main question has been 


ordered to be now put. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Does not the resolution 
| go to the table? 
| The SPEAKER. No. The main question 
| has been ordered to be now put. 
| Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 desire to fill the 


| blank in that resolution, and to fix as the time 


| the 13th instant. 
| Mr. COBB. The gentleman has no right to 


|| do that now, having called the previous question. 


Mr. BAYLY. I believe I have the right. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. No amendment can 
| now be made. 

Mr. BAYLY. Itis not an amendment, and I 
| undertake to say, that it has been the uniform 
practice of the House to allow blanks in resolu- 
I have done 
it a hundred times myself, by merely directing 
| the Clerk to do it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
order. 

Mr. BAYLY. If it were a blank created by 
| action of the House, it could not be filled except 
| by motion; but such is not the case. It is of 
those blanks usually left in resolutions sent to the 
Speaker’s table, and which have uniformly been 
filled without motion. 

The SPEAKER. As the resolution now stands, 


I call the gentleman to 


'| no particular day is proposed to be fixed. The 


gentleman from Virginia now proposes to fix a 
day. [tis in the nature, therefore, in the opinion 
of the Chair, of an amendment, and cannot be re- 
| ceived at this time. 


Mr. BAYLY. Ido not think it material that 


the day should be named; but I know, when I 
was at the head of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, that I have filled such blanks a hundred 
times. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The blank can only be 
filled by unanimous consent. 
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WAR DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair presents, with the 

unanimous consent of the House, the following 
communicauion from the War Department: 


War Department, ; 
Wasuineton, Dec. 8, 1853. 4 
<in: In pursuance of the act of Congress of May Ist, 
;2 I have the honor to transmit herewith, a statement of 
: . : priations applicable to the service of the War De 
nartme it for the fiscal year 1652 753, the amounts drawn 
by requisition trom the Treasury during the same period, 
the balances on the Ist July, 1853, and such appropriations 
as have been carried to the surplus fund. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
Secretary of War. 
Hon. Linn Boyp, Speaker of House of Representatives. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the communi- 
cation be referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and ordered to be printed. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


ELECTION OF LIBRARIAN FOR THE HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER. The question now is upon the 
adoption of the resolution of the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Bay y,, for the election ofa Libra- 
rian for the library of the House. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I demand the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
98, nays 100; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Appleton, Ashe, 
David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Barksdale, Barry, 
Benson, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Bugg, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Carpenter, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chase, Chastain, Chris 
man, Clingman, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, 
Cullom, Cumming, Dent, Dick, Dickinson, Dowdell, East- 
man, Edmands, Edmundson, Etheridge, Ewing, Farley, 
Faulkner, Flagler, Franklin, Goode, Aaron Harlan, Samp 
son W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hunt, 
George W. Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Knox, Letcher, 
Lyon, McQueen, Matteson, John G. Miller, Millson, Mor 
gan, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Pennington, 
Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Powell, Pringle, Puryear, 
Reese, Rogers, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, Shaw, Simmons, Sin- 
gleton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, William Smith, William 
R. Smith, Alexander H. Snodgrass, Sollers, Stephens, 
Tracy, Upham, Wade, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburn, Israel 
Washburn, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, White, Daniel 
8B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Banks, 
Belcher, Bissell, Bliss, Breckinridge, Churchwell, Clark, 
Cobb, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Daw 
eon, Dean, Disney, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edgerton, 
Ellison, English, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Gamble, Gid 
dings, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Hamilton, Andrew J. 
Harlan, Hastings, Henn, Hibbard, Hill, Hillyer, Houston, 
Hughes, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Kittredge, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, MeCul 
loch, McDougal, McNair, Mace, Macy, Maurice, Mayall, 
Smith Miller, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Olds, 
Packer, Peck, Peckham, Phelps, Philips, Pratt, Richard 
son, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Russell, 
Sapp, Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Samuel A. 
Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor 
L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, 
John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Vail, 
Vansant, Walbridge, Walker, Warren, Wells, John Went- 
worth, Westbrook, and Wright—100. 


So the resolution was rejected. 

Mr. GROW. Iask leave of the House to in- 
troduce a bill, of which previous notice has been 
given, for the purpose of reference, in relation to 
agriculture. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the regu- 
lar order of business. 

The SPEAKER. Petitions are in order from 
the State of Maine. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move that the vote by 
which the resolution of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Bayty] was rejected, be reconsidered, 
and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Mr. MILLSON. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were entered. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. WHEELER. I renew it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Thegentleman from New 
York voted in the affirmative, and I presume that 
it is not now in order for him to make the motion 
he has. 

The SPEAKER. It is notin order for the gen- 
tleman to do_so. 

Mr. DEAN. lIask the unanimous consent of 
the House for the purpose of introducing a reso- 
lution, of which previous notice has been given. 

Mr. FULLER. I call for the regular order of 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the call upon States for petitions. Petitions 
are in order from the State of Maine. 


On motion by Mr. FULLER, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers of J. Clifton be 


withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


Mr. FULLER also moved the reference of 
the bill reported by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs of the last Congress, for the modification of 
the compensativon of the forward officers of the 
Navy, to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which 
was agreed to. 


On further motion of Mr. FULLER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Jacob McLellan 
be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES, 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I now make the motion, 


of which I gave notice the other day, that the 
rules be amended, so that States will be called 
upon for bills and resolutions, instead of petitions, 
leaving the petitions to be presented in the cus- 
tomary manner. If there be objection to the 
motion, I move that the rules be suspended, so 
that it may be introduced. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for an ad- 
herence to the rules. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [I trust that the rules may 
be suspended for the purpose [ have indicated. I 
do not like to be troublesome, but I am convinced 
that we will save time, and expedite business, by 
the adoption of my amendment to the rules. I 
move a suspension of the rules, for the purpose | 
have indicated. 

TheSPEAKER. Willthe gentleman be pleased 
to submit his proposition in writing. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is as follows: I move to 
strike out so much of the rules as requires States 
to be called for petitions; leaving that part which 
enables us to call for bills and resolutions. 

The question was put on the motion to sus- 
pend the rules, and the Speaker announced eighty- 
four voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. CLING@MAN 
and CHURCHWELL were appointed. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported one hundred votes in the affirmative, and 
fifty-two in the negative. 

Two thirds of the members net having voted in 


| the affirmative, the motion was lost. 


PETITIONS. 


The SPEAKER. Petitions from the State of 
Maine are now in order. 


On motion by Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, it 
was 

Ordered, That the bill and papers in behalf of French 
Forrest be withdrawn from the files of the House, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval affairs. 

Also, that the petition and papers of John R. Bond be 
withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to the 


same committee. 


Mr. EDMANDS presented the petition of 
Esther Scollary, praying for a pension as widow 
of a revolutionary soldier. 

Also, the petition of Mary Elliot, asking for a 
pension as widow of a revolutionary soldier. 

Also, the petition of Abigail Brown, asking the 
same relief. Referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 


On motion by Mr. THURSTON, it was 


Ordered, That the bill and papers in behalf of Andrew 
Morse be taken from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Rhode Island, presented the 
petition of Charles H. Robinson, a naval pen- 
sioner, asking for an increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a resolution, and 
upon that I beg leave to say a few words in ex- 
planation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made, and the 
resolution is not in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I move to 
suspend the rules so as to commence with resolu- 
tions where we left off the otherday. If wedo 
not, some of the States will never be reached. 

Mr. JONES. It is very certain that if a mo- 
tion to suspend the rules every five minutes is 
made, we never shal! get through. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is this discussion in order? 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Ihave been trying for 
along time to present petitions from my State; 
but I will withdraw my motion, and wart until I 
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see how long it will probably be before my State 
will be reached under this proceeding, before I 
present the motion 

Mr. KITTREDGE presented the petition of 
Robert Ham, asking that back pay oer pension 
money be granted to him; ‘vhich was referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HUGHES, it was 
Ordered, That the papers of John W. Cameron be with 


drawn trom the files ofthe House, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. CHASE, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Josiah Martin 
be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


Mr. CUMMING presented the petition of 
John C. Carter, Lieutenant in the United States 
Navy, asking for compensation for services as 
Acting Purser of the United States steamship 
Massachusetts, and moved that the same be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs: which 
motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, 
it was 

Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers on 
behalf of the heirs of Thomas Park be withdrawn from 
the files of the House, and referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, 

Also, that the petition and accompanying papers of Doe 
tor Lemuel Hudson, praying for a pension on account of 
disability incurred in the mulitary service of ihe United 
States, as a surgeon, during the war of 1512, be withdrawn 
from the files of the House, and referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, that the petition and accompanying papers of Oliver 
Brown, praying fora pension on account of disability in 
curred in the military service of the United States, during 
the war of 1812, be withdrawn from the files of the House, 
and referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions 


Mr. JONES, of New York, asked and obtained 
the unanimous consent to withdraw fram the 
files of the House the petition and papers of 
Ebenezer Cowes, and that they be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Also, the papers of Mary Hopperton, and that 
they be referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions. 

Also, the papers of Gratia Reay, and that they 
be referred to the same committee. 

Also, a memorial and other papers from the 
Medical Association of the United States, for the 
purpose of reference to the Superintendent of the 
Census. 

On motion by Mr. FENTON, leave was 
granted to withdraw from the files of the House 
the memorial and accompanying papers of the 
late Oliver Lee and his legal representatives, ask- 
ing payment of a judgment against A. Barker, 
Esq., late Collector at Buffalo, New York: and it 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. F. also presented the petition of Charles 
3envels, of New York, asking pay for services in 
the war of 1812; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. F. also presented the petition and accom- 
panying papers of J. L. Heminger, of New York, 
an invalid, asking pay for services in the war of 
1812, and it was referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York, presented the 
petition of the New York City Temperance Alli- 
ance, for alaw authorizing the authorities of the 
city of Washington to suppress the traffic in in- 
toxicating drinks. I wish to refer it to a select 
committee 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I object to raising select 
committees upon subjects that 
local legislation. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. As it gives rise to debate, 
of course it goes over under the rules. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I propose to debate it. 

The SPEAKER. The petition will then lie 
over. 

Mr. SMITH presented the petition of citizens 
of Mexico, New York, for a new pension law; 
and it was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


properly belong to 


On motion by Mr. WESTBROOK, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers of the heirs of Captain 
Frederic Schoonmaker for repayment of monevs ex 
pended in the war of the Revolution, and that the -ame be 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


SUSPENSION OF THE RULES. 
Mr. EWING. Is it in order to move to post- 
pone the calling upon States for petitions, and pro- 
ceed with the call for bills and resolutions? 
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The SPEAKER. It would be in order to | 


move to suspend the rules for the purpose of in- 
troducing such a resolution. 

Mr. EWING. Then I move to suspend the 
rules for the purpose of introducing a resolution 
to postpone the calling of the States for petitions, 
until the last Friday of this month, and proceed 
at once to call the States for resolutions. By 
the course we are now pursuing, we will never 
reach a call upon States for resolutions. 

The question was taken, and the motion to sus- 
pend was not agreed to. 

M. LILLY presented the joint resolutions of the 
Legislature of New Jersey, relative to a break- 
water at Cape May; ian tone were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ROBBINS presented the petition of John 
F. Reinhart, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, asking 
Congress for remuneration for revolutionary ser- 
vices; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. GAMBLE, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of James 8. Bar 
ker, and that the same be referred to the appropriate com- 
mittee. 





Mr. DRUM presented the memorial of Presley | 


M. Kellup, of Indiana county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of the city of Philadelphia, asking 
Congress to grant one hundred and sixty acres of 
land to all soldiers of the war of 1812, without re- 
gard to length of service; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HOWE presented the petition of Anne 
W. Butler, of Pennsylvania, praying for com- 
vensation for services performed by her late hus- 
rand, Captain James R. Butler; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. FLORENCE, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of James A. Dear- 
ney, a soldier of the Mexican war, asking fora pension; 
and that the same be referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, presented the peti- 
tion of sundry citizens of Yorktown and vicinity, 
asking for the erection of a light on or near York 
Spit, and buoys at Taos Marshes; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. GOODE presented the petition of the Peters- | 
burg volunteers, praying for compensation for de- | 


ficiency of ration and pay in the war of 1812; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Finnall and Gra- 


ham be withdrawn from the files of the House, and that the 
same be referred to the Commmitte on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SHAW presented the petition of Thomas 
W. Williams, Bateman O’Neal, George W. 
Felcher, and others, praying for the establishment 
of a light-house at the Roanoke Marshes; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. ORR, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the House the papers in the case of the heirs of 
Beatty , and that the same be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 





On motion by Mr. BAILEY, of Georgia, it | 


was 


| tain townships in the county of Williams, in the |, 
| State of Ohio. 


| filesof the House the petition and papers of Beverly Stone, 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the | 
files of the House the papers in the case of Elizabeth Barks- | 


ton, forthe purpose of future reference. 


On motion by Mr. CHASTAIN, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the | 


files of the House the papers in the case of the Cherokees | 


residing in States east of the Mississippi, praying for 
additional pay, per capita, due them under the treaties of 
1835 and 1846, and that the same be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. DENT, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Manoah D. 
Robeson and Andrew Smith be withdrawn from the files 


of the House, and that the same be referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Claims. 


THE ESTIMATES. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to suspend the order of busi- 


ness, so as to allow me to refer to the Committee || 
on Ways and Means the letter of the Secretary of || 


the Treasury, transmitting to this House the esti- | 


mates for 





! 


| may hand them to the Clerk, indorsing the same with their 


| and if any petition or memorial be so handed in, which, in 
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Mr. CLINGMAN. I insist upon an adherence | and for this obvious reason: 


to the rules. I object to anything being intro- | 
duced now which is not strictly in order. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. I ask leave of the 


House to withdraw from its files the petition of | 
John Baird, and to have the same referred to the | 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Leave was granted, and the petition and papers | 
were so referred. 

I also offer a resolution which I desire may be | 
referred to the Committee on the Rules. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. It is not in order. I ob- | 
ject to everything out of the regular course. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order to give notice | 
of a bill under this call ? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order under 
the call for resolutions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Itcannot be in order now. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. I merely ask for informa- | 
tion. I never object to conform to the rules of the 
House. I wish at all times to conform to them. 

The SPEAKER. It has been usually allowed 
that a member may give notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill under the call for petitions; but 
there is no rule on the subject, and, if objection | 
is made, it cannot be allowed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I merely proposed to give | 
notice of the introduction of a bill. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Keep to the rules estab- 
lished by the House. 

The SPEAKER. This permission has been 
usual; but as the Chair has already stated, there 
is no rule upon the subject. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

Leave to introduce the bill was therefore not 


granted. || 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. DUNBAR gave notice that he would on | 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, introduce a | 
bill to remove the obstructions to navigation at | 
the mouths of the Mississippi river, at the South- | 
west pass, and at Pass-ou-Loutre. 

Also, a bill to establish a navy-yard at New | 
Orleans, or in its vicinity. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. EDGERTON gave notice that to-morrow, 
or on some subsequent day of the present session, 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to crant to the | 
State of Ohio the unsold and unappropriated pub- 
lic lands remaining in that State. 

Also, a bill to provide for the resurvey of cer- 





PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. OLDS, it was 
Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the | 


with a view to their reference to the Departments. 
On motion by Mr. BLISS, it was 
Ordered, That leave be given 


Charles Allcot, asking for compensation for the use of his 

patented invention of iron ships by the Government, and 

that the same be referred to the Committee on Claims. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I would inquire whether, 
under the rules this session—I know it was so 
last session—gentlemen cannot withdraw petitions 
and papers, and refer them to the committees, 
without troubling the House? 

The SPEAKER. That is so by express rule 
of the House, which the Clerk will read for the 
information of members. 

The Clerk accordingly read a portion of the 
24th rule, as follows: 

‘“‘Members having petitions and memorials to present, 


names, and the reference or disposition to be made thereof; 
and such petitions and memorials shall be entered on the 
Journal, subject to the control and direction of the Speaker ; 


the judgment of the Speaker, is excluded by the rules, the 
same shall be returned to the member from whom it was re- 
ceived.”’ 

The SPEAKER. Under that rule the practice 
has been uniform during my service here, to with- 
draw and re-refer any matter introduced at a pre- 
ceding session of Congress. The Chair therefore 
holds that it is in order so to do. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think that the 
Speaker, on reflection, will correct that decision. 


to withdraw from the | 
hles of the House the petition and accompanying papers of | 





Dec. 12, 
entlemen 
here, withdraw papers, put cols in vied 
those for whose benefit they were presented on 
then suppressing such as they may find unfavo 
able to the claimants, afterwards brine cs 
in here, and refer it. . 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee misapprehends the Chair; the decision of 
the Chair was not that members might withdra 
papers for the purpose of sending them to the 
Departments, or for any other purpose except to 
re-refer them to committees of this House. That 
has been the uniform practice. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Certainly. 


Mr. EWING. I ask leave to present a reso. 
lution proposing to amend the Constitution of the 
United States as regards the mode of electine the 
President and Vice President. ’ 

The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time by its title and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 found upon my 
table this morning the petition of Amos and J. EK. 
Kendall, accompanied by a note, requesting that 
I would present it to the House, and have it 
together with papers relating to the same subject 
on file in the Clerk’s office, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. I have not looked into 
the petition, and do not know to what subject it 
relates; but the House can refer it to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, if it see proper. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I propose to debate that 
petition. 

Mr. JONES. I thank you for that. 

The SPEAKER. As the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Ciineman] proposes to de- 
bate the petition, it must go over. 

MEMORIALS. 

Mr. EDGERTON presented the memorial of 
citizens of Toledo, Ohio, requesting an appropria- 
tion for the erection, at that place, of a custom 
house and marine hospital; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ZOLLICOFFER presented the memorial 
of Wilkins Tanehill and Catherine Stout; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Will it be in order 
to introduce a bill of which previous notice has 
been given? 

The SPEAKER. 
unanimous consent. 

| Mr. DAVIS. Well, I ask the unanimous con- 

| sent of the House to introduce the bill. 

{Several Members objected.]} 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, presented the petition 
of Moses Petit, of the State of Indiana, asking for 
relief; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, presented the 

/memorial of Mrs. Helen McKay, praying for the 
passage of an act of Congress allowing her the 
commissions due her late husband, Colonel ASneas 
McKay, deputy quartermaster general, for dis- 
tributing moneys under an appropriation ** for pre- 
venting and suppressing Indian hostilities, and so 

| forth;’’ which was referred to the Committee on 

| Military Affairs. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of William 
K. Miller and others, asking the establishment of 
certain post routes; which was referred to the 

, Committee ‘on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. BISSELL, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of General Sylvester Church- 
ill be withdrawn from the files of the House, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BISSELL. I desire to give notice of my 
intention to introduce a bill. 

Mr. PECK. I object. 

Mr. LINDLEY presented the memorial of the 
St. Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad Company; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Public 

Lands. 
| Mr. WARREN presented a petition from the 
inhabitants of Hampstead county, Arkansas, 
| praying for the establishment of a post route from 
Washington, in said county, to Magnolia, in Co- 
| lumbia county, Arkansas. 
| Mr. W. also presented ‘a petition praying for 
the establishment of a post route from Camden, 
in Ouachita county, Arkansas, to Magnolia, in 
Columbia county, in said State. Referred to the 


the balance 


w 


It is not in order, unless by 





It has always, I think, been necessary to obtain 
the consent of the House to withdraw papers, 


Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| On motion by Mr. CLARK, it was 
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Ordered, That the papers of Moore & Hascall be with- 
drawn from the files of the House, and referred to the Com- 
» on Patents and the Patent Office. 


praitte 
Mr. COOK presented memorials of citizens of 

Jowa, asking a grant of lands to aid in the con- 

struction of certain railroads in said State; which 

were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
On motion by Mr. MACY, it was 


Ordered, That certain memorials and petitions asking a 
grant of alternate sections of land to the State of Wiscon 
sin, in aid of certain railroads constructing by the Rock 
River Valley Union Company, be withdrawn from the files 
of the House, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


On motion by Mr. EASTMAN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of James Morri- 
son and others, sureties ofG. R. C. Floyd, late Secretary of 
the Territery of Wisconsin, for authority to the accounting 
officers to settle the account of Louis Floyd; and the peti 
tion and papers of A. Finch, jr., and eighty-one other citi- 
zens of Muiwaukie, Wisconsin, asking Congress to remit 
a fine against Sylvester Pettibone, be withdrawn from the 
files of the House, and reierred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. EASTMAN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of James B. Estes, 
for compensation for property taken tor the use of troops in 
Wisconsin during the Black Hawk war, in 1832, be with- 
drawn from the files of the House, and referred to the Com 
mittee ou Claims. 

Mr. WELLS presented the petition of J. A. 
Lapham, for compensation for services and inform- 
ation furnished Messrs. Foster and Whitney, and 
Mr. Owens, in making geological surveys of 
Wiscensin, Michigan, lowa, and Minnesota, and 
also the letter of Charles Whittlesey on the same 
subject, and moved their reference to the Com- 
mittee on Claims; which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I would ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for leave to intro- 
duce a resolution. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

Mr. LANE. Itwill be a long time before Ore- 
gon is again called, and I would be very much 
obliged if the gentleman making objection would 
withdraw it and let me introduce the resolution I 
have in my hand. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. There is no person I 
would oblige sooner than my honorable friend, 
the Delegate from Oregon; but I attempted, during 
the whole of the last Congress, to introduce a bill 
out of order, and it was uniformly objected to. I 
must persist in my objection. 


REPORTS. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call for re- 

orts from the committees of the House. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to suspend the rule call- 
ing for reports from committees, as there can be 
no reports ready. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Letthecall goon. We 
will consume more time in suspending the rule 
than it would take to go through with the call for 
reports from committees. 

Mr. DEAN. I withdraw my motion. 

The cail upon committees for reports was then 
gone through with. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


The SPEAKER announced that resolutions 
were now in order; and proceeded to call the States, 
beginning with Virginia. 

The State of North Carolina having been 
called— Z 

Mr.CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I now make 
a motion, which | attempted to make half an hour 
ago. I assure the House that | would not have 
renewed it, if [ did not apprehend that there is 
a large majority in favor of the movement—I 
mean as to the 24th rule of the House, of March, 
1842. I would not occupy the time of the House 
by discussing it, were there not several members 
here who have not yet had time to read the rules, 
and many of whom do not know the effect of my 
motion. I hope they will give me attention for a 
single minute. At the time when this standing 
rule—by which States were called for petitions— 
was adopted, it was necessary, because that was 
the only mode by which members could get in a 
petition. It was found, however, that a great deal 
of time was occupied in this way; as gentlemen 
would rise in their places, propose to debate the 
resolution, and it would go over indefinitely. No 
one of these resolutions have ever been reached in 
my time in Congress. Noresolution which a gen- 
tleman should propose to debate, as, in the case of 
the petitions of the gentleman from Tennessee — 


| not apply to a resolution. 
| previous question. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman ' 


from North Carolina has no petition to debate. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. The Speaker stated that 
it would go over, and probably it never will be 
reached. Owing to these difficulties, the rules 
were amended, and it was provided that petitions 
to be introduced might be handed to the Clerk, the 
member presenting it indorsing on the back of it 
the committee to which he wished it referred. All 
our business was done in this way for years. I 
make the motion for this reason, that under the 
present system, during the last Congress, it was 
utterly useless to present any petition. Thirty 
days were consumed in calling the States for pe- 
titions; and at the end of that time they began to 
call the committees for reports. These commit- 
tees began to report, and did not finish till the end 
of the session; and although we sat here for nine 
months, there never was an hour when a member 
of this House could introduce a resolution or bill 
in order. Weshould not have got along at all, 
but for the fact that the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and some other committees, frequently 
obtained the general consent of the House to make 
motions out of ordér, and in this way the busi- 
ness was carried forward. The short 
came on, and I, and many others, were waiting 
for an opportunity to introduce bills; but it never 


session 


| came; and thus we passed through the whole of 


last Congress. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. The gentleman has done for this 
resolution what he did for the resolution which I 
found on my table: it goes over. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I take it that the rule does 


If so, then I move the 


Mr. COBB. All this debate is out of order. 

The SPEAKER read the rule, as follows: 

‘624. Petitions, memorials, and other papers addressed 
to the House, shall be presented by the Speaker, or by a 
member in his place; a brief statement of the contents 
thereof shall be made verbally by the introducer; they 
shall not be debated on the very day of their being present 
ed; nor on any day assigned by the House for the receipt 
of petitions after the first thirty days of the session, unless 
where the House shall direct otherwise, but shall lic on the 
table, to be taken up in the order in which they were pre 
sented. Members having petitions and memorials to pr 
sent may hand them to the Clerk, indorsing the same with 
their names, and the reference or disposition to be made 
thereof; and such petitions and memorials shall be entered 
on the Journal, subject to the control and direction of the 
Speaker; and if any petition or memorial be so handed in, 
which, in the judgment of the Speaker, is excluded by the 
rules, the same shall be returned to the member from whom 
it was received.”’ 

The SPEAKER. After the States have been 
called for petitions, and the committees for re- 
ports, resolutions shall then be called for, in the 
same order, and be disposed of by the same 
rules, as apply to petitions. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I was aware of that 
rule. I will move the previous question upon my 
motion. 

A voice. It is too late. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have the right to call 
for the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. If a gentleman rises in his 
place, offers a resolution, and demands the pre- 
vious question, he can have a vote upon it, if the 
previous question is ordered. But if he indulge 
first in debate, and it is then objected to, the 
Chair thinks the resolution must go over. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I indulged in remarks, as 
I understood, by unanimous consent; and | have 
the right now to move the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
certainly had no right to make a speech; and 
having made it, he cannot move the previous 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The practice has been for a 
member to rise in his place, offer a resolution, 
and demand the previous question, which cuts off 
debate. But the gentleman from North Carolina 
{Mr. Cuwveman] has indulged in debate, and for 
that reason the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
Jones] objects; and the Chair thinks the resolu- 
tion must go over. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee obtained the floor, made the objection to 
stop debate, and, under the rule, the resolution 
must go over. The gentleman from Nerth Caro- 
lina was deprived of the floor by the objection. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 have at least illustrated 


I submit to the decision 
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the operation of the rule, and will accomplish my 
object in some other way. ; 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Cannot the matter 
be reached by a suspension of the rules? 

The SPEAKER. It is competent to submit a 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. SMITH. Then 1 make that motion, in 
order to introduce the resolution of the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

The question was taken on the motion, and 
there were, upon a division—ayes 118, noes 24. 

_ So the rules were suspended, two thirds voting 
in favor thereof. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My motion is to strike 
out so much of the rule as requires the States to 
be called over every day for pe titions. That being 
stricken out , 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman reduce 
his proposition to writing? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
tion is simple. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The House 
only suspended the rule to entertain the proposi- 
tion. According to the 136th rule, the rules can- 
not be changed except by notice previously given 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 

The SPEAKER. Notice has been given in 
this particular case by the gentleman from. North 
Carolina, [Mr. Cuiweman.} 

Mr. STEPHENS. 
sition ? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
out so much of the existing rule as provides for 
the calling upon States for petitions. ‘There are 
two clauses in the rule. One clause provides for 
calling upon the States for petitions, within the 


‘ 


I will do it; but my mo- 


Notice has been given. 


Notice of this very propo- 


Precisely this proposition. 
My motion is to strike 


first thirty days, and the other upon aiternate 
Mondays. The rule then stands in this way: 
That committees may be called upon for re 
ports, and then the States may be called upon for 
resolutions and bills. : 
tion. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does the gentleman 
from North Carolina propose by his resolution 
to strike out of the rules everything which author- 


l move the previous ques- 


izes the calling upon States for petitions, not only 


for the first thirty days of the session, but for the 
alternate Mondays, during the remainder of the 
session? 

Mr. CLINGMAN., I will modify my motion 
so as to leave Mondays out, because they will be 
taken up with motions for suspension of the rules. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the gentleman 
from North Carolina will include Mondays, as 
well as the first thirty days. E 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
tion, and desire to have my motion apply te both. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Crine- 
MAN’S resolution, and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

So the resolution was agreed to 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved to reconsider the 
motion by which the resolution was 
and to 


I move the previous ques- 


agreed to, 
! ; ’ | } in} 
iay the motion to reconsider upon the tabie; 


which latter motion was agreed to. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 

Mr. COBB. I A k the u lanimovea consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice has been given. 

Several Memeers objected. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
given of the bill? 

Mr. COBB. Notice has 

Mr. JONES. It has been the uniform practice 
to introduce bills of which notice has been given. 
That has been the construction of the rules and 
the practice of the House. 

Mr. COBB. LI ins 

Rule 114, bearing upon the question, was then 
read by the Cierk, as follows: 


Has notice been 


been long since given. 


t upon the right. 


** Every bill shall be introduced on the report of a com 
mittee, or by motion for leave In the latter case, at least 
one day’s notice shall be given of the motionin the Houge, 


or by filing a memorandum thereof with the Clerk, and 
having it entered on the Journal ; and the motion shall be 
made, and the bill introduced, if leave is given, when reso 


jutions are called for: such motion, or the bill when intro 
duced, may be committed.”’ 


The SPEAKER. It has been the uniform 
practice of the House, when States are called upon 


for resolations, to receive bills of whi } previous 
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The Chair therefore rules 
in order. 


notice has been given. 
that the ventleman from Alabama is 

Mr. COBB. I then ask 
‘bill to encournge agriculture, 
factures, and all other branches of industry, by 
ead of a family 


leave to introduce a 


commerce, manu- 


granting to every man, who isthe h 
United State 


sixty acres of 


and a citizen of the ,a homestead of 
land out of the 
and 


period herein 


one hur dred at d 


public domain, upon condition of oceupancy 


cultivation of the same, for the 

specified,’’ 
The bill was 

times by its ttle, 


on Public 


and second 
the Committee 


then read the first 
and referred to 
Lands. 
GRADUATION 
rave 


BILL. 

notice of his intention to- 
or on some subsequent day, tointroducea 
bill to reduce and graduate the price of the public 
lands. 


Mr. COBB 
morrow, 


MOTIONS TO ADJOURN OVER. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. 

resolution, to which I pres 

objection, lask that st 
Committee on Rules: 

Resolved, Thaton all motions to adjourn over the yeas and 


nays shall be called, and the House shall not adjourn over 
unless two thirds order it. 


I offer the following 
ume there will be no 
may be referred to the 


Several Members. Oh, no! 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to inquire 
of the gentleman from Alabama if notice has been 
given of intention to introduce the resoluuon ? 

Mr. SMITH. No notice has been given, and 
I supposed none was neces sary. 

Mr STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
from Alabama introduces the j 
asks its reference to the Committee on Rules. I 
suppose he has the right to do that? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
purport of the resolution to be, to change the rules 
of the House. If so, notice is necessary. If there 
be no objection, however, the resolution will be re- 
ceived, and disposed of as the gentleman desires. 

Mr. WALSH. 1 object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I understand the 
gentleman from Alabama merely proposes a reso- 
lution of inquiry. 1 suppose there will be no ob- 
Jee tion to that, 

The SPEAKER. The resolution, there being 
no objection, will be received, and referred to the 
Committee on Rules. 

RAILROAD BILL. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE introduced a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, granting 
the right of way and a portion of the a land 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Gi- 
rard, Alabama, to Mobile; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. COBB. Will the Speaker rule that no 
member has the right tointroduce more than one 
bill ? 

Several MemBers. 

The SPEAKER. The rule requires that no 
member shall introduce more than one bill; and 
the rule will be enforced. 

Mr. COBB. I have another bill that] desire to 
introduce, but I yield to the will of the House. 

HAKBOR OF MOBILE. 

Mr. PHILIPS. lLask leave to introduce the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
inform the House whether any report or plan exists in his 
Department, showing the cost and practicability of deepen- 
ing the harbor of Mobile. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask whether 
this resolution provides for anything more than 
calling for information ? 

Mr. PHILIPS. That is all. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then I have no objection 
to its introduction. 

The resolution was then introduced and adopted. 

On motion by Mr. HILL, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the files 
of the House the papers in the case of Sterling Cocke, and 
that the same be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


Mr. BRECKINRIDGE gave notice that on to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill, the title of which was 
not heard. 

STATIONERY FOR REPORTERS. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I offer the follow- 
ing resolution, and if there be objection, | move 
the previous question: 


The gentleman 
resolution and only 


That’s all. 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to 
furnish the Reporters for the Congressional Globe snech 
stationery as may be required in the discharge of their 
duties. 


Mr. SMITH, of 7 
vious question has been called 
like to know why t 
adopted. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

The demand for the previous question was not 
seconded; forty members only voting in the af- 
firmative. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Now, I suppose 
that the gentleman who offered this resolution will 
be able to give us some reason why he has mtro- 
duced It. 

Several Members. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The only reason, 
and I consider that quite a sufficient one, is that 
the Reporters have been made quasi officers of 
the House, and have duties to perform requiring 
what this resolution proposes to givethem. They 
have, in my opinion, as much right to this sta- 
tionery as the members of the House themselves. 

Objection was made to the consideration of the 
resolution at this time, and it was accordingly 
laid over. 

ELECTION OF SENATORS BY THE PEOPLE. 

Mr. MACE. I beg leave to offer a resolution, 
of which the following is the title: ** A joint reso- 
lution to provide for the election of United States 
Senators by the people.”’ l ask that it may be 
read a first and time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES Tennessee. Why not con- 
sider itnow? ‘The present time is as good as any 
for the consideration of such a resolution as that. 

The joint resolution was accordingly read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


RAILROAD FROM THE FALLS OF THE OHIO. 


Mr. ENGLISH. If it be in order at this time, 
I ask leave to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice has been given. It isa bill granting lands 
to the States of Indiana and Illinois, to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from the Falls of the 
Ohio river to a point on the Mississippi, opposite 
the city of St. Louis. 

Mr. E. I will state that my object is to have 
the bill referred to the appropriate standing com- 
mittee. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


I know the pre- 
; but [ should really 


hat resolatia n ought to be 


Let it lie over. 


second 


, of 


Mr. EDDY submitted the following resolution; | 


which was considered and agreed to, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of 
entry at Michigan City, in the State of Indiana; and also 
of making an appropriation to continue the works upon the 
harbor at that place. 


MOSES PETIT. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, introduced the following bill; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims, viz: ‘*A 
bill for the relief of Moses Petit, of the State of 
Indiana.”’ 

PORT OF DELIVERY. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced the foliowing bill: ‘* A bill to 
constitute Quincy, in the State of Illinois, a 
port of entry.”’ 


The bill was read a first and second time by its 


| title. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. If any gentleman in 
the House desires that this bill shall go to a com- 
mittee, | will not ask for its passage now. I desire 
to say, however, that it is important the bill 
should be passed at an early day in the session. 
There is now on the way to Quincy a large 
amount of iron, for the purpose of laying down a 
railroad, and the company desire to get it de- 
livered there, and its delivery there will be of great 
advantage to them. If the passage of the bill is 
delayed, they will have to forego that advantage. 

Mr. HAMILTON. 1 desire that the bill shall 
go to a committee. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then I move that it be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. 
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veiiaaliin which I or to oe Chair; an 
I demand the previous question. 


The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That Congress has the power to provide for 
the cons Irie tion of a railroad over the Territories oy ‘= 
United States, for the safer and more expeditions pris, 
portation of the public moneys, the mails, the troops 
the munitions of war, from the Atantie to the Pay ifle 
eoast, and ought immediately to exercise that power. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Upon that motion | 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted— 
yeas 126, nays 72; as follows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Alje ny 
sor Ashe, David J. Batley, Thomas H. Bayly, B; anks, 
Jarksdale, Barry , Belcher, Bliss, Boyce, Bree kinridge, 
Brooks, Bugg, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastain, Churehwe ell, 
Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, John G. Davis, Dawson 
Dean, Dent, Disney, Dowdell, Drum, Dunham, Faddy. E 
erton, Edmundson, Ellison, English, Ewing, 
Fenton, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, ( 
Greenwood, Grow, Hamilton, Sampson W. 


d upon it 


s 


» ang 


I move to lay 


dg- 
Faulkner, 
Goode, Green 


Harris, Wiley 


P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hidbard, Hillyer, 
Houston, Hughes, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones’ 


George W. Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidweil, Kittredge , Kurtz, 
Lamb, Lane, Leteher, Lilly, Lindsley, McNair, Me ‘Queen’ 
Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, Smith Miller, Millson. 
Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Orr, 
Packer, Peck, Peckham, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Philips, 
Powell, Pratt, Purvear, Reese, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, 
Rogers, Ruffin, Seymour, Shower, Shaw, Singleton, 
Skelton. Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
William R. Smith, Snodgrass, Alexander H. 
Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, 
Faylor, Trout, Vail, Vansant, 
brook, Wheeler, Witte, 
B. Wright—126. 
NAYS—Messrs. Willis 
Lewis D. Campbell, 
Chase, Clark, Cook, 


Stephe ns, 
David Stuart, John J. 
Walbridge, Walsh, West- 
Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick 


Allen, 
Carpenter, 


Ball, Benson, 
Caruthers, Chandler, 
Corwin, Cox, Croeker, Cullom 
Thomas Davis, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Dunbar, 
Eastinan, * dinands, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Flag- 
ler, Giddings, Goodrich, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Ha- 
ven, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Knox, Lindley, Lyon, 
McCulloch, Matteson, Maurice, Middleswarth, John G, 
Miller, Morgan, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pen 
nington, John Perkins, Pringle, Ready, Riehardson, David 
Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Frederick 
P. Stanton, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, 
Wade, Walker, Elihu B. Washburn, Israel Washburn, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Yates, and 
Zollicoffer—72. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


POWERS OF CONGRESS—RAILROADS. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I offer the fol- 


lowing resolution, and call for the previous ques- 
tion upon it: 


Riee 
pissell, 


Resolved, That as incidental to, and indispensable for, 
the exercise of the powers conferred by the Constitution 
upon the Congress of the United States, to provide for the 
common defense and general welfare, is the power to con- 
struct railroads through the Territories of the United States 
for the purpose of facilitating the transportation of the 
mails and the munitions of war. 


Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. 
bate that resolution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Is not that resolu- 
tion the same in character as the one we have just 
tabled ? 

The SPEAKER. It is the same in character, 
but not precisely the same resolution. 

Mr. SMITH. I would inquire of the gentle- 
man who has offered the resolution, whether it is 
his serious purpose to throw such great questions 
as are embodied in his resolution before the House 
without discussion ? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
been called for, and debate is out of order. 

Mr. SMITH. I hope the House will refuse to 


1 propose to de- 


| second the call for, the previous question. 


I offer the || i} 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
yeas and nays on that motion. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. JONES. I wish to withdraw the motion 


1 move to lay the 


I demand the 


_to lay the resolution upon the table until | see 


whether the call for the previous question is sec- 
onded. 

Mr. HENN moved that the House adjourn; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Whereupon the House adjourned til] to-mor- 
row at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, December 13, 1853. 


Prayer by the Rev. Henry Sricer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 
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CONTINGENT FUND OF THE SENATE. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I rise to ask 
the unanimous consent of the Senate to be allowed 
to report at this time a bill from the Committee 
on Finance, which ought to be acted upon atonce. 
We wish to get it through both Houses to-day, if 
vossible. 

The PRESIDENT. If there be no objection, 
the report will be received. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Committee on Finance, 
to which was referred a letter of the Secretary of 
the Treasury respecting the mode of paying Sena- 
tors, has instructed me to report a bill ** to regu- 
late the disbursement of the contingent fund of 
the Senate, and for other purposes.”’ 

The bill was read a first and second time by 
its title, and considered by the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It provides that the moneys 
which have been, or may hereafter be, appro- 
priated for the compensation of members and 
officers of the Senate, and for the contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate, shall be paid out of the Trea- 
sury on requisitions drawn by the Secretary of 
the Senate, and shall be kept, disbursed, and ac- 
counted for, at the Treasury, and the Secretary of 
the Senate shall be deemed a disbursing officer, 
and be allowed the sum of per annum asa 
compensation over and above his salary as Secre- 
tary. I[talso proposes to enact that the Secretary 
of the Senate, in place of the bond now required 
to be given by him, shall, within ten days after 
the passage of the act, give bond to the United 
States, with one or more sureties, to be approved 
by the Comptroller of the Treasury in the penal 
sum of $20,000, conditioned for the faithful appli- 
cation of the moneys drawn by him; and that the 
certificate of the chairman of the Committee to 
Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate, certifying the accounts of the Secretary to 
have been passed by that committee, shall be 
deemed conclusive upon all the officers of the 
Treasury Department. 

Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Finance to move to fill the blank in the 
first section of the bill with ‘*one thousand dol- 
lars.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, as amended; the amendment 
was concurred in; the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading; was read a third time, 
and passed. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a 
communication from the Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate of March 31st, 1853, the report of 
an examination of the Patent Office Building made 
in 1851, under the direction of the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings. 

Also, a report from the Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, in obedience to the act of Con- 
gress of May 1, 1820, a statement showing the 
appropriations made for the service of that De- 
partment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1853, 
and the repayments and transfers during the last 
fiscal year; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

Also, a report from the State Department, in 
obedience to the twentieth section of the act en- 
titled “*An act regulating and making appropria- 
tions for such necessary expenses as have gen- 
erally been included in the general appropriation 
bills, without authority of law, approved the 26th 
of August, 1842.”’ 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, the reading of 
the report was dispensed with; and it was refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to 
be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. W. V. McKean, Chief 
Clerk, announcing that on the 7th instant, they 
elected the Rev. Wm. H. Miraurn, Chaplain for 
the first session of the Thirty-Third Congress on 
their part. 

PETITIONS. 

The petition of the Iron Mountain Railroad 
Company, of Missouri, praying for a grant of the 
right of way through certain lands of the United 
States, reserved for military purposes, presented 
yesterday by the Presipent pro tem., was taken 
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from the table, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. WADE presented the memorial and accom- 
pany ing papers of the heirs of Captain Alexander 

larper, praying compensation for his services in 
the revolutionary war; which were referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam C. Parke, of besten, praying for distribution 
of unclaimed balance of prize money, appropri- 
ated by Congress to heirs of John Paul Jones, and 
officers and men of the frigate ‘‘Alliance;’” which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Amos 
Kendall and John E. Kendall, praying compen- 
sation for acting as agent and counsel of the 
Western Cherokees, or ‘* Old Settlers;’’ which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the memorial of 
Joseph Tomlinson, of the city of Pittsburg, and 
accompanying papers, in the matter of the loss 
of the iron steamer ‘‘Hunter,’’ while engaged in 
the service of the United States in the war with 
Mexico, and connected, also, with the claim of 
the administratrix of the estate of John T. Me- 
Laughlin; which were referred to the Committee 
on Naval affairs. 

Mr. WELLER presented a letier from O. M. 
Wozencraft, late Indian agent and commissioner 
for California, in reply to charges against him, 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented the memorial of 
Thomas Foster, in behalf of the widows of revo- 
lutionary officers and soldiers; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the 
petition of S. L. Frémont, of the Army, praying 
to be restored to the position held by him in the 
Quartermaster’s Department in 1849; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Clymer and others, 
praying remuneration for losses sustained in con- 
sequence of the violation by the United States of 
their contract to furnish supplies for the Quarter- 
master’s Department; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of John 
Thomas, praying that a sum of money, paid by 
him for a patent which he did not obtain, may be 
returned to him; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. SMITH presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Brigadier General Jedediah Huntington, 
of the Army of the Revolution, praying to be 
allowed for depreciation on commutation certifi- 
cates; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of Edwin Lord 
and Francis Bacon, praying to be relieved from 
certain judgments against them for duties, which 
they are unable to pay in consequence of losses 
by the great fire in New York, in December, 1835; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, the petition of Catharine Clark, widow 
and executrix of Joseph Clark, praying to be 
allowed arrears of pension due her husband; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of R. L. Beall and other offi- 
cers of the Army, in behalf of the officers and 
troops who served in New Mexico from May, 
1848, to March, 1852, praying to be allowed the 
same extra pay as was allowed those who served 
in California and Oregon; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Mr. PRATT. During the last session of Con- 
gress, the Committee on Claims, if I recollect 
right, reported favorably upon thirty-five claims, 
twenty-four of which received the favorable ac- 
tion of the Senate. During the present session 
the papers, in many of those cases, have been 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, on the 
motion of various Senators, and referred back to 
that committee, and I desire to suggest whether it 
would not be better that the bills, having passed 
this House, should now originate in the House of 
Representatives. Why should this committee be 
now incumbered with the labor of investigating 
these thirty-five claims again, which are accompa- 
nied with voluminous papers that have been already 
investigated by the committee, and which the 


Senate have sufficiently indicated their willingness 
to pass, although they may not, afterwards, have 
received the sanction of the House of Represent- 
atives It seems to me that economy of time and 
facility in the dispatch of business in the Senate, 
requires that the practice should be, that where a 
bill has passed the Senate, the papers relating to 
the claim, instead of being brought back, as they 
now are, should remain in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and then that the bill should originate 
in that House atthe nextsession. But | suppose 
1 shall be obliged to follow the course which has 
been pursued by other Senators here 


On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Lavinia Tavior, be with 
drawn trom the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Pensions, 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of John A. McGregor, one 
of the heirs of William MeGregor, be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, it was 

Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of James 
Bell be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Mrs. Macy Williams, praying 
compensation for property taken or destroyed in the Florida 
war, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Sally B. Matthews be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, for the purpose of 
being presented in the House of Representatives. 


On motion by Mr. FOOT, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of the representa 
tive of Henry King be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. FOOT, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of J. Nock be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of Judith Wor- 
then, and the petition of William Miller, praying for pen 
sions, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, it 
was 

Ordered, That the petition of Absalom Kyle and Wil 
liam C. Kyle, praying compensation for mail transporta 
tion, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, it 
was 

Ordered, Thatsundry petitions and memorials of citizens 
of Wisconsin, praying a grant of land for a railroad from 
Chicago to Lake Superior, be withdrawn from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Public Landa. 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 


Ordered, That the papers of the heirs of Major William 
Reily be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Johannes 
Schultz, or Shultys, be withdrawn from the fites of the Ben 
ate, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the West Feliciana Rail 
road Company, praying a remission of duties on import 
ations of iron, be withdrawn from the flies of the Senate 


Mr. DAWSON stated that a bill for their re- 
lief had been introduced during the last session, 
which had not passed both Houses, and that he 
should at an early day report back the same bill. 


On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Colonel Ward Burnett, 
relating to the claim of the common council of New York, 
for expenditures on account of New York volunteers, be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Amos Knapp be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of the heirs of 
William Dickey be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 
for the purpose of presenting them to the proper Depart 

| nent. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it wae 


| Ordered, That the papers in the case of John B. and 
Thomas Johnson be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 
> and relerred to the Committee on Private Land Giaims 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, i was 
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Ordered, That the papers in the case of Jonathan Lewis 


be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, for the purpose 
of presenting them in the House of Representatives. 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of James W. Low be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and rete rred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Martin Fenwick be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of John J. De Wolf be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and reterred to the Com 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of John R. Jefferson be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of John De Tre 
ville be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of Salvadora McLaughlin, 
widow of John T. McLaughlin, be withdrawn trom the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Commitiee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Mary FE. D. Blaney, and 
the memorial of Cornelius McCaullay, be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the legal representatives of 
John G. Mackall, the memorial of Benedict J. Heard, the 
petition of the heirs of William Somerville, the memorial 
of Hodges and Lansdale, and the memorial of the legal rep 
resentatives of Rinaldo Johnson, be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

Mr. BRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill prescribing the manner of appoint- 
ing the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury; which 
was read a first time, and ordered to asecond read- 
ing. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I ask the Senate to consider 
the bill at this time. I will state that the object of 
the bill is to place the Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury on the same footing with various other 
officers, whose offices are not more important than 
the one he holds. The Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury is an exception to a general and import- 
ant rule, without any reason in the judgment of 
the ** Court’’ for that exception. 

I have before me a list of officers appointed by 
the President by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, most, if not all of them less im- 
portant in many respects, than the one to which 
this bill relates. I will name them: Comptrollers 
of the Treasury, the Treasurer of the United 
States, the several Auditors of the Treasury, the 
Register of the Treasury, the Commissioner of 
Customs, the Assistant Treasurers of the United 
States, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the 
Commissioner of Pensions, the Assistant Secre- 
tary of State, and the Assistant Postmasters Gen- 
eral; hence the unanimous recommendation of the 
Committee on Finance of a bill on this subject. I 
hope there will not be any objection to its present 
consideration and passage. 

The bill was read the second time by unanimous 
consent, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to direct that the Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury shall be, from and after 
the passage of the act, appointed by the President 
of the United States, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I desire to inquire of the 
Senator from Indiana, when the Assistant Post- 
masters General were ordered to be appointed in 
the manner which it is proposed to adopt in 
this case? 

Mr. BRIGHT. A provision was incorporated 
into one of the general post route bills of the last 
Congress. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. EVERETT gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to regulate the 
compensation of the district judge of the United 
States for the district of Massachusetts. 


Mr. JOHNSON gave notice of his intention | 





to ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the act 
creating the western judicial district of Arkansas.} 

Mr. HUNTER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to extend the ware- 
housing system, by establishing private bonded 
warehouses, and for other purposes. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. GWIN, according to previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to establish 
a line of mail steamers from San Francisco to 
Califdrnia, via the Sandwich Islands, to Shanghai, 
in China; which was read a first and second time 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. ADAMS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to re- 
dace and graduate the price of the public lands; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. FISH, in pursuance of previous notice 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to re» 
imburse the common council of New York city» 
for expenditures made for the first regiment of 
New York volunteers; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


BANK NOTES IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. ADAMS, according to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pre- 
vent the issue and circulation of notes of a less 
denomination than five dollars within the District 
of Columbia; which was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. ADAMS. I desire to ask that the bill 
may be read a second time, with a view to its 
reference. Before doing so, however, I wish to 
state that my object in introducing it is only to 
meet the cases embraced by a bill introduced by 
me at the last session, to prevent the issue and 
circulation of notes of a less denomination than 
five dollars in the District. On my first visit here, 
I found a general complaint in reference to the 
circulation of small notes. 
no difference of opinion, except as to the nature 
of the corrective to be applied. I have learned 
recently that legislation is increasingly demanded 
in regard to larger notes than were embraced in 
that bill. A difference of opinion, however, exists 
in regard to that matter. 
ward at the last session by my friend from New 
York, [Mr. Fisu,] which I expect he will bring 
forward again, in regard to free banking in the 
District. I have drawn up and presented the 
same bill which I introduced at the last session, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. I ask that it may be again 
referred to the same committee. 

The bill was read a second time, by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA. 

Mr. DAWSON offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
port of entry at Brunswick, in the State of Georgia. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 
On motion by Mr. ADAMS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 


There seemed to be | 


A bill was brought for- || 


and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 


reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 13, 1853. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


by the Rev. Henry Siicer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. Suyru, of Texas, appeared and took the 


Prayer 


/ usual oath to support the Constitution of the Uni- 


ted States. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Assury Dicxts, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, notifying the House that that body had 
passed a joint resolution, entitled, ‘* A joint resolu- 
tion authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay the expenses of codifying and revising the 
revenue laws,’’ and asking its concurrence therein. ] 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Department of the Interior, 
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’ 
transmitting, in obedience to the act of Congress 
approved May 1, 1820, a statement, showine »},. 
balances of appropriations made for the service of 
that Department, remaining in the Treasur i 
the Ist of July, 1852; the appropriation dade ee 
the fiscal year, ending 30th June, 1853: the lahat 
ments and transfers in the same time; the amounts 
applicable to the service of the years 1859_’s9 
the amounts drawn therefrom in the same peri 
and the balances on the Ist of July, 1853, w 
such appropriations as have been carried to 
surplus fund. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the communi- 
cation be laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 7 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


o3; 
od: 
rth 


the 


HOUSE LIBRARIAN, 

Mr. MAURICE. | rise to a question of privi- 
lege. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Bay ty,] to go into the election of a Librarian for 
this House was rejected. I voted in the majority, 
and have the right to submit the motion. Upon 
it I call for the previous question. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move to lay the motion 
upon the table. 

Mr. MAURICE. I submit whether that motion 
is in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I demand the yeas 
and nays upon the motion to lay the motion to 
reecuaaline upon the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I ask for inform- 
ation, whether, if the House refuse to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table, the motion 
to reconsider will be debatable? 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope, then, that the 
House will refuse to lay it upon the table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

‘© Resolved, That this Hous@ will proceed at one o’clock 
to elect an officer to be called the Librarian of the House of 
Representatives, who shall have charge of its books and 
documents, and shall discharge the same duties and receive 
the same pay that are now discharged and received by the 
messenger appointed by the Clerk to act as Librarian: 
Provided, That said messenger shall be dispensed with, 
and that the number of messengers hereafter employed by 
the Clerk shall be one less than are now authorized.” 


The question was then taken; and there were— 


| yeas 97, nays 94; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Banks, 
Barksdale, Belcher, Bissell, Bliss, Breckinridge, Church- 
well, Clark, Cobb, Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas 
Davis, Dawson, Disney, Dunbar, Eddy, Edgerton, Ellison, 
English, Fenton, Florence, Gamble, Green, Greenwood, 
Grow, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hib- 
bard, Hillyer, Houston, Howe, Hughes, Ingersoll, Jobn- 
son, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kittredge, Kurtz, 
Lamb, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, Lindsay, McCulloch, Me- 
Dougal, McNair, Mace, Macy, Mayall, Smith Miller, Mor- 
rison, Murray, Nichols, Olds, Orr, Packer, Peck, Peck- 
ham, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Pratt, Richardson, Riddle, 
David Ritchie, Thomas Ritehey, Robbins, Russell, Sapp, 
Seward, Seymour, Shannon, Shower, Samuel A. Sinith, 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
vens, Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Wade, 
Walker, Warren, John Wentworth, Westbrook, and Hen- 
drick B. Wright—97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Ball, Benson, Benton, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, 
Bugg, Lewis D. Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Chamberlain, Chase, Chastain, Chrisman, Clingman, Col- 
quitt, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Dent, Dick, 
Dickinson, Dowdell, Drum, Eastman, Edmands, Edmund- 
son, Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, Flagler, Franklin, Goode, 
Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hull, 
Hunt, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Knox, Letcher, McQneen, 
Matteson, Maurice, Maxwell, John G. Miller, Millson, 
Morgan, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Par- 
ker, Pennington, John Perkins, Powell, Pringle, Puryear, 
Ready, Reese, Rogers, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, Shaw, Sim- 
mons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, William R. Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Snodgrass, Alexander H. Stephens, John L. 
Taylor, Tracy, Upham, Walsh, Eliihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Wells, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, 
Daniel B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer—4. 


So the motion was laid on the table. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. The motion to re- 
_ consider is not laid on the table. 


The SPEAKER. It is laid on the table by a 
vote of 97 to 94. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


The SPEAKER. Reports are now in order 
from the Committee on Elections. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I have the tes- 

| timony in the contested-election cases from New 

| Mexico, of Writtam Carr Lane, against the 
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election of Don Jose Manvet Gatiecos, which | 


| desire to present, and have referred to the Com- 
mittee on Elections. 
It was so ordered. 


CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND 
MEANS. 


Mr. HOUSTON the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means reported the following 
resolululon: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 


at thorized to employ a clerk, at a compensation not to 
exceed $1,500 per annum, 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I would like to inquire of 


the gentleman if the salary proposed to be given | 


to the clerk is the usual compensation allowed ? 
Mr. HOUSTON. Mr. Speaker, the usual 
compensation allowed to the clerks of commit- 
tees is four dollars per day, which, if the office 
were a permanent one, would amount to about 


61,500 per annum. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means, in looking at this subject this morning, | 


and in view of the character of the business which 
will necessarily come up for action before that 


committee during this session of Congress, have | 
determined, that it would not only aid them very | 


much, and aid the House very much in the ad- 
vancement of their business, but it would be of 
service to the country generally, if for the present, 
at all events, the office of clerk was made perma- 


nent; and that he should receive a salary com- | 


mensurate with the salary heretofore given. It 
is known to the House that the Committee of 


Ways and Means have had a clerk all the time, 


for perhaps the last quarter of a century; and | 


will say here, that it is impossible for any num- | 


ber of gentlemen to transact all the business 


properly coming before that committee, without | 


the services of a permanent and efficient clerk. 
The only change we propose here, is to make 
this a permanent office, and give a compensation 


proportionate to that usually given to clerks of | 
And the object of this is, that a | 
clerk may be employed by this committee who | 
will give the duties and business of the committee | 


committees. 


his entire and undivided attention; and that he 
may prepare all the tables and statistics, or aid 
the committee in doing so, which may be neces- 
sary to investigate and elucidate all the subjects to 
come before them, not only connected with the 
appropriation bills, but with the consideration and 
modification of the tariff, which, in all likelihood, 
will be before that committee. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. Mr. Speaker, my object | 
in making the inquiry was to get the information | 
It is most cer- | 


which the gentleman has given. 
tainly a very fair showing; but still I am opposed 
to creating any more of those permanent offices. 


You may putin this man, and you may not be | 


able to put him out. I donot know whether the 
resolution provides for the removal of him or not, 
if he should prove to be inefficient or troublesome. 
By giving these clerks to committees four dollars 
per day, there can be no such difficulty. No 


doubt the gentleman will agree with me that here- | 


tofore the committees have got competent officers. 
| would, therefore, rather not extend the number 
of permanent offices; and I hope the resolution in 
this shape will not be adopted; because, if we be- 
gin that system of making the clerkship to the 


Committee on Ways and Means permanent, we | 


will have to go on and elect clerks for other com- 


mittees; and thus we will get into office a number | 
of men whom we will find it troublesomeand hard | 


to get rid of. I think that the old system isa 
better one. Just let the committees employ such 
clerks as they require, and pay them four dollars 
a day for their services. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
olina does not seem to understand the resolution 
I have offered. It is simply to give authority to 


the Committee on Ways and Means to employ a | 
clerk, ata salary not exceeding that usually given. 


Of course the clerk will be entirely under the con- 


trol of the committee, and can be turned out | 


atany time. The object of the resolution is to 
meet the exigencies of the present occasion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. My reply was to the 
speech of the gentleman. I understood him to 
say that the object was to create this clerkship a 
permanent office. I hope the resolution will be 
amended, so as to appoint the clerks as hereto- 
fore. We have gotalong very well with them in 


My friend from North Car- | 


j 


this way; [ am disposed, therefore, to make a 
motion to amend the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. One great reason 
for making this clerkship a permanent office—and 
if the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Cuine- 
MAN] had ever served upon that committee, and 
had seen, or had bees conversant with the duties 
and qualifications required of that clerk, he would 
know it—is that we cannot pick up in this city, 
merely for a session of Congress, to be discharged 
at the end of it, a competent clerk at all times to 
perform the duties appertaining to a clerkship to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Ifthe gentleman will allow 
me, I wish to ask him a question, whether the 
clerk employed for that purpose during the last 
session of Congress was not a competent one, 
and cannot the committee again get him, or some 
one equally competent? 

Mr. JONES. He was competent; and I ven- 
ture to say as competent as any man within this 
city, or as any member of this House. He was 
employed as a clerk in the Treasury Department; 
and the First Comptroller of the Treasury, Mr. 
Whittlesey, bore testimony, in letters, to the faith- 
fulness, efficiency, promptitude, and dispatch with 
which he there discharged his duties, and kept up 
his desk, to the entire satisfaction of that office; 
while, at the same time, he performed the duties 
which devolved upon him as the clerk of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. F 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Will not he do the same 
thing again? 

Mr. JONES. That committee could not have 
got him for a per diem of four dollars, as they did 
during the session, if he had been compelled to 
leave the Department at the other end of the 
Avenue to perform those services here. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Could he not be obtained 
upon the same terms now? 

Mr. JONES. Ido not know how that is. It 
will be recollected by those who were here at the 
close of the last session of Congress that gentle- 
men brought up the complaint that he was per- 
forming the duties and receiving the pay of two 
offices, and on that account it was that Mr. Whit- 


performed all the duties and all the services of his 
office, and had kept up his desk to the entire sat- 
isfaction of that Department. 


| is competent to discharge the duties of clerk to 
the committee, and if we want the duties dis- 
charged faithfully, that we should sometimes have 

a clerk here before the assembling of Congress, 

when the estimates are made up in the Depart 
|| ments, that he may prepare the bills, so that 
we may comply with the rule, as far as possible, 
in relation to reporting all the appropriation bills 
within the first thirty days of the session. You 
have a permanent clerk to the Committee on 
Claims, a very important one, but perhaps, not 
so important as a clerk to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

The matter 1s in the hands of the House, and 
it is for them to dispose of it; and in that disposi- 
tion, of course, I shall acquiesce. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. There are sev- 
eral committees of the House now having per- 
manent clerks, and [ do not find that any dissatis- 
faction has arisen as to those clerks. There is 
much more reason why the clerk to the Committee 
on Ways and Means should be permanent, than 
there is that the clerk to the Committee on Claims 
should be. Several of the subordinate clerks hold 
their offices during the year. The requisite quali- 
fications could not be commanded for the four 
dollars per diem, especially during the short session. 
So think the committee unanimously; so | think 
the House will consider it. 

The clerkship to that committee requires mere 
preparation than that of any other committee. 
As the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] 
remarked, it would be impossible during the short 
session of ninety days, to get a gentleman of the 
requisite qualifications to serve for the per diem. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. | wish to inquire whether, 
at the last short session, they did not employ this 
identical man? 

Mr. STEPHENS. They did; but there was 
complaint made, on the part of the House, against 
paying him for holding two offices. This gentle- 
man did perform his duties as clerk of the com- 
|| mittee, and kept up his desk in the Tfeasury De- 


tlesey wrote the letters, setting forth that he had | 


It is necessary, if we want an officer who | 


partment. There was a clamor raised against it, and 
a law was passed at the last Congress that no man 
should receive compensation for holding two 
Offices at the same time. It is very possible that 
the House will permit the Committee on Ways 
and Means to employ Cochran upon the same 
terms: but it is against the law, as there was a 
statute passed at the last session of Congress pro- 
hibiting the holding of two offices by the same in- 
dividual. Perhaps he would be perfectly willing 
to serve the House at four dollars a day, and keep 
up his desk in the Department; and perhaps we 
could not get a man of capacity who could dis- 
charge the duties of two offices. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have no right to hold 
the floor again; but | wish to ask my friend from 
Georgia whether the fact that one man could per- 
form the duties of two offices is not rather a 
reason for diminishing than increasing the num- 
ber of officers; and whether, during vacation, the 
immense number of clerks which we have to fur- 
nish the estimates, cannot do that work without 
our making an additional standing clerk, during 
the vacation, to aid the Department in furnishing 
the estimates? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I will answer the gentle- 
man from North Carolina. The gentleman opens 
a new question; because one gentleman has quali- 


- . : ‘ - 
fications and industry to perform the duties of 


‘ 
Mr. Cochran, whether we should not reduce the 
number of offices in the Government? It do not 
wish to open that question. It is sufficient to 
say that Mr. Cochran in the short session did 
keep up his duties as Clerk of the Waya and 
Means, and did the duties of his desk in the De- 
partment; but it was an amount of labor which we 
cannot often command. We can seldom find an 
individual who will discharge these duties as well. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
nection, that a large proportion of the labor per- 
formed by Mr. Cochran was performed out of 
office hours, late at night. Almost every nizht, 
for a month at a time, Mr. Cochran was engaged 
in performing the duties of one or the other of 
his offices, until twelve or one o’clock at night. 
He was up in the morning by sunrise, and en 
gaged at his desk, and that is the way he kept 
up the work in both offices. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to ask a further 
question. The resolution is very indefinite. Do 
I understand that this gentleman shall be dis- 
charged from the duties of the other office? 

Mr. STEPHENS. The resolution simply con- 
templates that the committee shal! have authority 
to employ a clerk; but it does not contemplate 
that we shall elect Mr. Cochran. That is 
another question. The question that this House 
is asked to decide, is simply whether it is proper 
and right, that the Committee on Ways and Means 
shall have a clerk? Because Mr. Cochran may 
have worked late at night during the last session 
of Congress, or would be willing to do so this 
session—work sixteen hours, and get double the 
salary—is no reason why this House should im- 
pose this duty upon that gentleman. 

Is the work that comes before that committee of 
such a character as should command a man of 
talent at $1,500 salary? If it is, let the Committee 
of Ways and Means have such clerk. If it is 
not, let them pay $4aday. The House is per- 
fectly satisfied that we cannot command a clerk, 
with the necessary talents and qualifications, for 
$4aday. Is it mght that the committee should 
have a clerk with the necessary qualifications to 
perform the duties of the Committee on Ways 
and Means during the vacation, or that this eom- 
mittee should hold office during the interval? Ido 
not wish to detain the House with further re- 
marks. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I move to amend the 
resolution by authorizing the Committee on Ways 
and Means to employ Mr. Cochran at the usual 
rate of compensation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope that 
amendment will not be made. Mr. Cochran 
would then be appointed by the House, and the 
committee would have no contro! over their own 
clerk. 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I do not propose 
that the House shall appoint him; I only prepose 
to authorize the Committee on Ways and Means 
to employ him. 

Mr. JONES. Well, sir, that wil! be the effect 
of the gentleman’s amendment 


I desire to say, in this con- 
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Mr. ORR. I call for the previous question. 
Mr. CHURCHWELL. I will withdraw my 
amendment, and move another. 

The SPEAKER, The previous question is 
demanded, and no other amendment can be re- 
ceived, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
order. 
Chair may not have heard. I proposed to amend 
by providing that the Committee on Ways and 
Means shall be authorized to employ a clerk in 
the usual manner, at the usual rate of compensa- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the 
genleman to make a suggestion to that effect, but 
not as an amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I intended to have made 
that motion, and | supposed | was so understood. 

Mr. SAGE. 1 propose now to move to amend 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is now in 
order, the previous question having been de- 
manded. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman from Tennessee as having with- 
drawn his proposition to amend ? 

Mr. CHURCHWELL. I do withdraw it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If there is no proposition 
to amend before the House,| move to lay the res- 
olution on the table. 

Many Voices. That’s right. 

The resolution was again reported by the Clerk. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I demand tellers upon 
the motion to lay the resolution upon the table. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs RicHarpson 
and Campse.t, of Lllinois were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 78, noes 80. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 106, nays 93; as 
follows: 


J rise to a question of 


I made a motion to amend, which the | 


Y EAS.—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Ashe, David | 


J. Bailey, Ball, Benson, Benton, Bissell, Boyce, Brooks, 
Bugg, Lewis D. Campbell, Carpenter, Chamberlain, Chase, 
Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, 
Corwin, Crocker, Cullom, Curtis, Dent, Dick, Dickinson, 
Dowdell, Eddy, Edmundson, Ellison, English, Fenton, 
Flagler, Gamble, Giddings, Greenwood, Grow, Aaron 


Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, | 
Hiester, Hill, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Knox, Letcher, | 


Lilly, Lindley, Lindsley, Lyon, McCulloch, McQueen, 
Matteson, Maurice, Meacham, Middleswarth, John G. 
Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, Murray, Noble, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Peckham, 
Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, 
Ready, Richardson, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritch>y, 
Rogers, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Seymour, Shaw, Simmons, 
Singleton, Gerrit Smith, William R. Smith, Snodgrass, 
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The SPEAKER then proceeded with, and con- 
cluded the call of committees for reports; but no 
reports were submitted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
there is a resolution pending introduced by the 
gentleman from IIlinois [Mr. Wasnpurne] yester- 
day, which now comes up for consideration. 


BINDING OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. MURRAY. 


now, when the Committee on Printing was called 
for reports, but I have a report which I desire to 
submit. I am instructed by the Committee on 
Printing to offer the following resolution, and | 
ask that it may now be put upon its passage: 


Resolved, That the Executive Documents, the printing 
of additional copies of which has been ordered during the 


present session, or may during either session of the present | 


Congress, be ordered by either House of Congress, and the 
size of which shall not be less than two hundred pages, 
such additional copies shall be bound under the direction 
of the Joint Committee on Printing: Provided, That the 
cost shall not exceed twelve and a half cents per volume 
for the whole number ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
was adopted. 


POWERS OF CONGRESS IN REGARD TO THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF RAILROADS. 


The SPEAKER. 
offered by the gentleman from 


The following resolution, 
Illinois, [Mr. 


WasHBuRNE,] comes up first in order as unfin- | 


ished business: 


*© Resolved, That as incidental to, and indispensable for, 
the exercise of the powers conferred by the Constitution 
upon the Congress of the United States, to provide for the 
common defense and general welfare, is the power to con- 
struct railroads through the Territories of the United States, 
for the purpose of facilitating the transportation of the 
mails and the munitions of war.’ 


The question pending, when it was last under | 


consideration, was upon the motion of the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Smiru] to lay it upon 
the table. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
yeas and nays upon that, motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was then taken, and the roll 


I demand the 


having been called, there were—yeas 118, nays 75; | 


as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, David J. Bailey, 


cock, Boyce, Breckinridge, Brooks, Chamberlain, Chas- 
tain, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, 
Craige, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dent, De Witt, Disney, 
Dowdell, Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edgerton, Eng- 


| lish, Ewing, Faulkner, Fenton, Florence, Fuller, Gamble 
3 ’ 


Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, 
Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Hous- 
ton, Hughes, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George 
W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, 
Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, MeNair, McQueen, Mace, Macy, 


| Maxwell, May, Mayall, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, 


| Murray, Nichols, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, | 


Sollers, Richard H. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew Swart, | 


John J. Taylor, Tracy, Upham, Vansant, Wade, Walker, 
Walsh, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
Hendrick B. Wright, and Zollicoffer—106. 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Thomas H. Bayly, | 


Ranks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bliss, Bocock, Breck- 


inridge, Caruthers, Caskie, Chandler, Churchwell, Cook, | 


Cox, Craige, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Drum, Dun- 
bam, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, Etheridge, Everbart, 
Ewing, Farley, Faulkner, Florence, Franklin, Goode, 
Green, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, 
Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Houston, Llowe, Hughes, Hunt, 
Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Kittredge, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Lane, McDougal, McNair, Mace, Macy, 
Maxwell, May, Mayall, Morrison, Nichols, Olds, Orr, 
Parker, John Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Reese, Riddle, 
Robbins, Ruffin, Russell, Sapp, Shannon, Shower, Skel- 
ton, Samuel A. Smith, George W. Smyth, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, David Stuart, John L. Tay- 
lor, Thurston, Trout, Vail, Warren, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Wells, Westbrook, Witte, Daniel B. 
Wright, and Yates—93. 


So the resolution lies on the table. 


Mr. SOLLERS. I wish to know whether it 
is now in order to offer a resolution? 

The SPEAKER. It is not now in order. 

Mr. SOLLERS. 


resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
order either. 

The SPEAKER. 
pend the rules on Mondays. 

Mr. SOLLERS. I thought that the rules could 
be suspended any day by two thirds of the mem- 
bers present. 

The SPEAKER. No. Motions to suspend 
the rules can only be made on Mondays. 


That is not in 


Peckbam, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Philips, Powell, Pratt, 
Reese, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Ruffin, Seward, 
Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Singleton, 
Skelton, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Snodgrass, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, David 
Stuart, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Walker, Walsh, Warren, 
Westbrook, Wheeler, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Hen- 
drick B. Wright—118. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Ball, 


| Benson, Bissell, Bugg, Lewis D. Campbell, Carpenter, 


Caruthers, Chandler, Chase, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Cullom, 
Dawson, Dick, Dickinson, Eastman, Edmands, Ellison, 
Etheridge, Farley, Fiagler, Franklin, Giddings, Aaron Har- 
lan, Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Kerr, 
Knox, Latham, Lindley, McCulloch, McDougal, Matteson, 


| Maurice, Meacham, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, 
| Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, John Per- 


kins, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Richardson, David Ritchie, || 


Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Samuel A. Smith, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Andrew Stuart, John L. 
Taylor, Tracy, Tweed, Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Ellihu 


B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John Wentworth, | 


Tappan Wentworth, and Yates—75. 
So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
Previous to the announcement of the result of 


| the above vote— 


I move a suspension of the || 
rules, for the purpose of enabling me to offer a || 


It is only in order to sus- || 


Mr. ASHE said: I was not within the bar when 
my name was called. If I had been, I should 
most certainly have voted in the affirmative. 


Mr. CASKIE. Had I been within the bar || 


when my name was called, I should have voted in 
the affirmative, also. 


{Here a message was received from the Senate | 


by the hands of Assurv Dickiys, Esq., its Sec- 


| retary, notifying the House that that body had 


| passed a bill of the following title: ‘* An act pre- 


scribing the manner of appointing the Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury;’’ and asking its con- 


, currence therein. ] 


I was not in my seat just 


| Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Belcher, Benton, Bliss, Bo- | 


RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS TO GEN. Woo, 
_Mr. BISSELL. I offer the following resol, 
tions for the adoption of the House, a 


their reference to the Committee on 
Affairs: 


Resolved unanimously by the Senate and Ho 
resentatives of the United States of America in Cone 
assembled, That the thanks of Congress are due — 
hereby tendered to Brevet Major General John E. Woo - 
his distinguished services in the late war with Mexico: ty 
especially for the skill, enterprise, and courage which, die 
tinguished his conduct at Buena Vista. ae. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to 
sword, with suitable devices, to be presented to Gene 
Wool, as a testimony of the high sense entertained ~ 
Congress of his gallant and judicious conduct oy the 
memorable occasion. - 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause 
copy of the foregoing resolutions to be transmitted e 
General Wool. , 


The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


and move 


Military 


use of Rep. 


cause q 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. YATES. I submit the following regoly. 
tion: ‘ 
Whereas, the construction of a railroad through the 
territories of the United States is imperiously demanded for 
the safe and rapid transportation of the mails, munitions of 
war, and the public moneys, between the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific coasts; and whereas, the sentiment of the Amy rican 
people is decidedly favorable to its construction, regarding 
it as a political, financial, military, and social necessity— 
vital deinand of our empite, our commerce, and our civiliza- 
ticn—necessary in Opening and making marketable and 
accessible our vast empire of the interior—necessary to bing 
our Pacific domain to us, and to secure to ourselves the 
commerce of the Pacific seas—necessary to the unity and 


|| promptitude of government, representation, administration, 


and defense; and necessary to the greatest prosperity and 
highest destiny of the nation: Therefore, 7 

Resolved, That it is the duty of this Congress, as soon as 
it can determine from the reports of the surveys ordered by 
the last Congress the best route, to pass an act providing for 
the een commencement and early completion of said 
road. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolution be laid upon the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ORR. I should like to have the resolution 
read over again. 

The resolution was accordingly read by the 


I move that the 


I demand the 


|| Clerk a second time. 


The question was then put on the motion to 
| lay the resolution on the table and resulted—yeas 
| 119, nays 68; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, 
Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, 
Breckinridge, Brooks, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Colquitt, Craige, 
John G. Davis, Dawson, Dent, De Witt, Disney, Dowdell, 
Drum, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
English, Ewing, Faulkner, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, 
Gamble, Goode, Green, Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. 
Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Hibbard, 
Hillyer, Houston, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz, 

| Lamb, Lane, Letcher, Lilly, McNair, McQueen, Mace, 
| Macy, Maurice, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, 
Murray, Nichols, Noble, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, 
| Peckham, Bishop Perkins, Philips, Pratt, Puryear, Reese, 
| Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Ruffin, Seward, Sey- 
mour, Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Singleton, Skel- 
ton, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
| Snodgrass, Alexander H. Stephens, Andrew Stuart, John 
| J. Taylor, Trout, Vail, Vansant, Walsh, Westbrook, 


|| Wheeler, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. 
Wright—119. 


| NAYS—Messrs. Ball, Benson, Bissell, Bugg, Lewis D. 
Campbell, Chandler, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, 
Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dick, Dickinson, Edmands, Elli- 

| son, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Giddings, Aaron 

Harlan, Harrison, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, 

Knox, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, McCulloch, McDougal, 

| Matteson, Meacham, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Mor- 


|| gan, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pennington, John 


Perkins, Pringle, Ready, David Ritchie, Russell, Sabin, 
Sage, Sapp, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Straub, John L. Taylor, Thurston, 
|| Tracy, Upham, Walker, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
|| Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Yates, 
and Zollicoffer—68. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
BINDING OF DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. A resolution 

| was reported from the Committee on Printing, ® 
few minutes ago, and adopted. I now rise for the 

popes of moving a reconsideration of the vote 
y which it was passed. It is important that it 

' should be reconsidered, for this reason: we 1n- 
tended that it should be a joint resolution of both 

| Houses, but the enacting clause is not inserted. 
| It is important that the resolution should be sent 
|, to the Senate for concurrence. It is relative to 
\| the binding of extra documents ordered by either 
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1853. 


House. I move, therefore, a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the resolution was passed, with 
a view to amend the same by inserting a clause 
which was omitted, so as to change its character 
and make it a joint resolution, as is required by 
law. 7 7 ; 

The motion for reconsideration was agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON. I now move to amend the 
resolution so as to insert the usual enacting clause, 
‘s Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled;’’ and I move that the reso- 
lution so amended do pass. 

The Clerk then read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America nm Congress assembled, That 
the Executive documents—the printing of additional copies 
of which were ordered during the present session, or may 
during either session of the present Congress be ordered, by 
either House of Congress, and the size of which shall not 
be less than two hundred pages—shall be bound under the 
direction of the Joint Committee On Printing: Provided, 
That the cost shall not exceed twelve and a half cents per 
copy: 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I should like to inquire 
what has been the practice heretofore on this 

yoint? 

Mr. STANTON. This is precisely the same 
resolution which was adopted at the last session 
of Congress, and at the session before. 

Mr. ORR. 
binding was done three years ago was not a joint 
resoluulon; it was a resolution of this House 
alone, and it is proper that this House should 
pass the resolution without sending it to the Sen- 
ate for concurrence. ‘The House prints tts own 
documents. It has the control, and should have 
the control, of the manner of putting up these 
documents. The resolution is proper, as a resolu- 
tion passed on one reading here, for this House. 
Itis not necessary to send it to the Senate for con- 
currence. Suppose the Senate should not concur, 
then the House would not have the power of 
having its own documents bound. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
to make an inquiry. 


The resolution under which the | 


I would like | 


Does not the resolution re- | 


ported by the gentleman from Kentucky require | 


that all documents, of more than two hundred 
pages in length, should be divided into volumes 
of two hundred pages? 

The Clerk read that portion of the resolution 
applying, viz: 

‘* That the Executive documents—the printing of addi- 
tional copies of which were ordered during the present ses- 
sion, Or may, during either session of the present Congress, 
be ordered, by either House of Congress, and the size of 


which shall not be less than two hundred pages—shall be 
bound,’’ &c. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. The gentle- 
man from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] said, that 
dnring the Congress preceding the last, a similar 
resolution of the House authorized the binding to 
be done. The policy of the House in reference 
to that matter was changed at the beginning of 
the last Congress. A joint resolution, of which 
this is a copy, was passed by the House, and 
sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


Under the | 


joint direction of the two committees of the House | 


and the Senate, all the binding of the last Congress 
was done. The Committee on Printing have 


thought that the safer course, and hence have | 


authorized this resolution to be reported to the 
House. I do not know but it would be better to 
leave to the committee gn the part of the House 
the control of its own binding, so that the House 
committee will not embarrass the action of the 
Senate committee, or the Senate committee that 
of the House. The resolution as it stood, author- 
ized the committee of the House to have the 


binding done; but it n w refers the whole matter || 


to the joint committee of the two Houses, and 
that requires the concurrence of the Senate for its 


adoption; and the object of my motion was to || ,, drafted by the gentleman from South Carolina, 


change the form of the resolution, so as to make 
it a joint resolution. 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish to state my recollection 
of this matter. I have a strong impression that 
during the last session of Congress these docu- 
ments were bound, under the direction of the 
committee of the House; that is, those that were 
ordered by the House were bound under the di- 
rection of the committee of the House, and those 


ordered by the Senate, under the direction of the | 


committee of the Senate. I have some reason to 
remember that fact quite distinctly. If the gen- 
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back to some scenes which occurred last session, 
he will recall to mind that the Senate portion of 
the committee selected one binder, and the House 
committee another and different one. Itis nota 
matter of much consequence, one way or the 
other. But for the reasons mentioned by the 
gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Oxr,} it 
seems to me that the House should loo™ after its 
own documents and its own binding. 

I was so situated that I could not distinctly 
hear the remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Sranron,] orl should have called the atien- 
tion of the House to these facts before. It strikes 
me that the resolution had better stand as it was 
before the motion to reconsider was made, and 
that will be in accordance with the previous prac- 
tice of the House. - 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. i wish to inquire 
of the gentleman from Kentucky if, when a mo- 
tion is made in this House to print an extra num- 
ber of any particular document, it is not referred 
to the House portion of the Joint Committee on 
Printing, and whether they do not report back to 
this House, and recommend what number of extra 
copies should be printed ? 

Mr. STANTON. Thatis so. 

Mr. JONES. I understand the gentleman to 
reply that such is the rule and practice. Then, 
sir, if the House portion of the Joint Committee 
on Printing consider and report upon all motions 
for printing extra copies of documents, | think 
the same portion of that committee—that is, 
the House part of it—should have the control of 
the binding of these documents, independent of 
the Senate portion of that committee. The com- 
mittee is joint, and have the general superin- 
tendence of all the printing of Congress, 4o 


| see that it is done according to the terms of the 


contract, and not as to the number of documents 
that either House, respectively, may order, or as 
to the manner or style in which they are done. 

I think the resolution, as a House resolution, is 
proper, and that nothing is gained by altering it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would suggest to the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] a diffi- 
culty as to the resolution as it stood, and which 
should be amended, if it is to stand as a House 
resolution. If we are to have the control of the 
binding through the House committee, it ought 
to confer the power upon the committee of the 
House. 

Mr. ORR (interrupting). If the gentleman 
from Illinois will give way, | will suggest a sub- 
stitute which will meet his difficulty. I will read 
the substitute. It is as follows: 

Resolved, That the members of this House of the Joint 
Committee on Printing be instructed to have all Executive 


documents, ordered to be printed by the House, of two 
hundred pages Or more, bound at a cost not to exceed 


| twelve and a half cents per volume. 


The SPEAKER. 


The object of the gentleman 


| from South Carolina can only be reached by 


unanimous consent, or by reconsidering the first 
and second vote upon the resolution. It is nowa 


| joint resolution. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The object of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] 
and the gentieman from Kentucky, [Mr. Sran- 
TON,]} is only to have bound the extra copies for 
distribution. The resolution ought to provide for 
the extra copies only. 

Mr. STANTON. I suggest the insertion of 
the words ‘* extra copies.” 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Kentucky, to ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to withdraw the joint reso- 


| lution. 


Mr. STANTON. 
The SPEAKER. 


Yes, sir. 
If not objected to, the reso- 


| lution will be withdrawn. 


Mr. STANTON. | 


now offer the resolution 
[Mr. Orr. } 


The resolution was then read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the members of the House on the Joint 
Committee on Printing be instructed to have ali the extra 
copies of Executive documents ordered to be printed by 
the House, of two hundred pages, bound at a cost not ex 
ceeding twelve and a half cents per volume. 


The question was then taken, and the resolu- 


| tion was adopted. 


LAND OFFICE JURISDICTION. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the unanimous 


consent of the House to withdraw from the files 


tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Stanton] will look |! of the House the petition of a portion of the citi- 
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zens of Illinois, praying for the detachment of cer- 
tain land from the Dixon land office, and to attach 
it to the Quincey land office, and to move thai it be 
referred to the Committee on Publie Lands. 

The SPEAKER. That can be done only by 
unanimous consent, as the rule which allows peti- 
tions to be presented in open House was changed 
yesterday. 

There being no objection, leave was granted 

On motion of Mr. HILLYER, the House then 
adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, December 14, 1853. 
Prayer by the Rev. Henny Suicer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The Hon. Crement C. Cray, Jr., of Alabama, 


and the Hon. Waii1aM K. Sesastian, of Arkan- 
sas, appeared in their seats this morning. 


PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the credentials of the 
Hon. CirementC. Cray, Jr., chosen by the Legis- 
lature of Alabama a Senator from that State, for 
the term of six years from the 4th of March last; 
which were read, and the oath prescribed by law 
having been administered to Mr. Cray, he took 
his seat in the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. W. V. McKean, Chief 
Clerk, announcing that they had agreed to the 
amendment of the Senate to the joint resolution 
of the House for the relief of Alexander P. Field, 
late Secretary of Wisconsin Ter: itory, and sure- 
ties. 

Also, that the House of Representatives had, 
in compliance with the joint rules of the two 
Houses, appointed the following joint committees 
on their part: 

On the Library—Mr. Benton of Missouri, Mr. 
Chandler of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Faulkner of 
Virginia. 

On Printing—Mr. Murray of New York, Mr. 
. Stanton of Kentucky, and Mr. Russell of Penn 
sylvania. 

On Enrolled Bills—Mr. Green of Ohio, and Mr. 
De Witt of Massachusetts. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. EVERETT presented the petition of B. 
E. Abbott, son of the lateGeorge F. Abbott, Vice 
Consul of the United States at Salonica, praying 
compensation for losses sustained by his father in 
the service of the United States; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUNTER presented the petition of J. K. 
Cooke, praying compensation for lose of time and 
expenses incurred under an appomtment of the 
President, as Consul of the United States at 
Xrbara, in the Island of Cuba, the Governor 
General of that island having refused to recog- 
nize him as such; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of David 
Myerle, praying compensation for losses sus- 
tained in testing the practicability of water-rotting 
American hemp for the United States Navy; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Alfred 
Billups and others, praying compensation for 
French spoliations prior to 1800; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table 

Mr. WELLER presented the memorial of 
Charles Homer, praying compensation for losses 
sustained in consequence of the delay of the 
United States Government in selecting a site for 
the marine hospital at San Francisco, and for 
services performed thereon not required by the 
contract; which, with the accompanying papers, 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. EVANS presented three memorials of the 
Charleston Chamber of Commerce, praying an 
appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 
of Charleston, South Carolina; also, an appropria- 
tion for a light-ship and buoys at Cape Roman; 
and a further appropriation for the erection of a 
light on White Point Shoal, in Charleston har- 
bor; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented the memorial of the 


| Creek nation of Indians, praying compensation 
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for lands relinqtished to the United States by the 
treaty of Fort Jackson, in 1814; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Massachusetts, praying the enactment of 
a law giving further remedies to patentees; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SE WARD, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and papers in the case of 
William R. Nevins be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senat 
Patent Office. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Mrs. Leaven 
worth, widow of General Leavenworth, be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, for the purpose of being pre- 
sented iu the House of Representatives. 


On motion by Mr. JAMES, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the papers in the case of William R. Wil- 
kinson and others be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JAMES, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of William 8. Humphries and 
Others, asking for the incorporation of the Washington 
Cemetery, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of Thomas O. Larkin be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Silas L. Loomis, and the 
petition of Zachariah Lawrence, be withdrawn from the 
flies of the Senate, and referred tothe Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William G. Ridgely be 


withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. GWIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 
Mrs. Harriet Ward, praying for a naval pension, be with 


drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the | 


Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of the 
legal representatives of Noah Miller be withdrawn from the 


files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Com- | 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Thomas B. Parsons be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of the legal repre- 
sentatives of William Bean and in the case of Ann Rob 
inson be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of T. P. MeBlair be withdrawn | 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee | 


ou Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. JAMES, it was 

Ordered, 
istrator of John Arnold, deceased, and George G. Bishop 
be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 


On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of the heirs of 
James Bell be withdrawa from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of E. Ritchie Dorr 
be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the various memorials and papers relating 
to the construction of the Niagara ship canal be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 
Ordered, That the documents relating to the claim of the 


late Colonel Joseph Watson be withdrawn from the files | 
of the Senate,and referred to the Committee on Indian 


Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, it 
was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of the heirs of Ben- | 
jamin Mooers, and the petition of Thomas Foster and | 
others, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re- 


ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers of 
Thomas 8. Russell and Antonio J. Noda, late register and 
receiver of the land office ef St. Augustine, Florida, ‘be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Lowa, it was 


_and referred to the Committee on Patents and the 


That the papers of Peter W. Morgan, admin- | 
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Ordered, Thatthe memorial and papers of George Wright 





be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. ADAMS, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of the heirs of Caleb 
Swann, deceased, be withdrawn from the files of the Sen- 


' ate, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. HAMLIN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Ira 
Baldwin. 

Mr. SLIDELL gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief of set- 
tlers on the Maison Rouge grant of lands. 

Mr. SUMNER gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
execution by the courts of the United States of 
commissions to take testimony issuing from the 
courts of justice of friendly nations. 

Mr. FOOT gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill explanatory of an ‘‘act 
for the relief of Benjamin S. Roberts.”’ 

Mr. EVANS gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to indemnify the State of 
South Carolina for money expended for the United 
States in the war in Florida with the Seminole 
Indians. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DIXON asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
the relief of Sophia Kirby; which was read a first 
and second time by unanimous consent, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. SHIELDS, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
authorize the State of Illinois to select the residue 
of the lands to which she is entitled, under the 


, act of March 2, 1827; which was read a and 


second time, by unanimous consent, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BRODHEAD asked and obtained the 
unanimous consent of the Senate to introduce a 


bill giving further remedies to patentees; which 


|| was read a first and second time, by unanimous 
| consent, and referred to the Committee on the 


Judiciary. 

Mr. ADAMS, according to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 
ing the right of way and a donation of the public 
lands to the States of Louisiana and Mississippi, 
to aid in the construction of certain railroads 
therein; which was read a first and second time, 


|| by unanimous consent, and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Public Lands. , 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, according to previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to organize the Territory of Nebraska; which 
was read a first and second time, by unanimous 
consent, and referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

Mr. BENJAMIN asked and obtained the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill 
confirming certain land claims in Louisiana, in the 
Bastrop grant; which was read a first and second 
time, by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BADGER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committees which were authorized 
at the last session to employ clerks, be authorized to em- 
ploy clerks during the present session, 

PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. CHASE submitted the following resolu- 

tion for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing for 
the construction of a railroad from some point on the west 
ern line of one of the existing States to some point on the 
eastern line of California. 


STATUTES OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. SUMNER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to consider the expediency of providing by law for 
the appointment of a commission to revise the public 
statutes of the United States, to simplify their language, 
to correct their incongruities, to supply their deficiencies, 
to arrange them in order, to reduce them to one connected 
text, and to report them, thus improved, to Congress, for 
their final action, to the end that the public statutes, which 


all are presumed to know, may be in such a form as to be | 


more within the comprehension of all. 
The Senate then adjourned. 


Dee. 14, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 14, 1853. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. Henry Sricer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


WITHDRAWAL OF A PETITION. 
On motion by Mr. MACE, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from th 
files of the Committee on Claims, the papers in the case .+ 
Major Weed’s administrators, with a view of re il et 
them On the files of the Senate. yarng 


A. AND J. E. KENDALL. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. On my objection yester. 
day, the petition and papers in the case of A 
and J. E. Kendall, presented by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] were laid upon 
the table. I now desire to withdraw my objec- 
tion, and allow the papers to be appropriately 
referred. " 

There was no objection, and the papers were 
accordingly referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is it in order to introduce 
a bill, of which previous notice has been given, 
for the purpose of having it referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order at this 
time. 


Prayer 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the orders of the day, the first business jn 
order being the call of committees for reports, 
The list of committees was called through in their 
order. 


CHAIRMAN OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEER, 
Mr. BENTON. Mr. Speaker, in the list of 
members of the Committee on Military Affairs as 
made by the-Chair, my name was placed at the 
head of that committee. By the courtesy of the 
| committee, the first name upon the list is usually 
considered chairman. The committee have the 
right, however, to elect their own chairman, 
|| While I am well pleased with a place upon that 
| committee, I feel it extremely inconvenient to 
take upon myself the duties of its chairman at this 
time. I therefore proposed to the committee that 
we should go into the election and choose our own 
chairman, for the purpose of relieving me from 
the labors of that station; which they had the 
right todo. It was done, and Mr. Wixuiam H. 
Bisse.u was elected chairman in my place. 
The SPEAKER. Mr. Bissexu will be placed 
at the head of that committee. 


INTRODUCTION OF A BILL. 


Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, introduced a bill, of which pre- 
vious notice had been given, for the relief of Louis 
B. Willis, late a Paymaster of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 

| made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 
ordered to be printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. FLORENCE. Is it in order now to ask 
to withdraw a paper from the files of the House 
for the purpose of reference? 

The SPEAKER. That can be done under the 

|| rules of the House, at the Clerk’s table. 

| Mr.CHANDLER. I ask the unanimous con- 

|| sent of the House for leave to withdraw from the 

| files of the House the petition and papers in the 

|| case of Magdalena Moore, widow of the late John 
| Moore, a pensioner of the State of Pennsylvania. 
| Leave was granted. 


| COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS’ CLERK. 
|| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a privi- 
| leged question. With a view of having the Com- 
| mittee on Ways and Means furnished with a 
|| clerk, according to the system adopted heretofore. 
| 1 move to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
'| lution on this subject was yesterday Jaid upon the 
table, understanding as I do, that some of the 
members of that committee are willing to adhere 
to the old principle. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Do I under- 


} 
'| stand the gentleman from Ohio to say the Com- 
/ mittee on Ways and Means are willing to return 
|| to the old system in reference to employing 
\| clerk? 


| Mr. CAMPBELL. 


No, sir; I did not say 
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1853. : 


that. I said some members of that committee 
were willing to return to the old system; not that 
the whole committee acquiesced in it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I trust the House will not 
reconsider that vote, unless that committee is to 
be authorized to employ a clerk under the system 
nroposed by them yesterday. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will not insist on my 
motion; I withdraw it. 7 

The list of committees having been called 
through, the States were next called for resolu- 
tions. 

COMPLETION OF PUBLIC WORKS. 


When the State of Illinois was called— 

Mr. NORTON introduced the following resolu- 

ane 

Re lwed, That the Committee on Commerce be _ in- 
structed to report a bill, as soon as practicable, for the tom 
pletion of the public works for which appropriations were 
< ide by the last Congress. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

Mr. WASH BURNE, of Illinois. 
yeas and nays. 

“ The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CLINGMAN asked that the resolution 
might be again reported. 

The resolution was accordingly again reported 
by the Clerk. 

‘Mr. ORR. I propose to debate the resolution. 
The previous question has not been demanded. 

Mr. BAYLY. You cannot debate the resolu- 
tion. The motion is to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 
not been demanded; the motion is to lay the res- 
olution on the table. 

Mr. BISSELL. I ask that the resolution may 
be again read for the information of the House. 

The resolution was accordingly read. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
lay the resolution on the table. 

Pending the announcement of the vote, Mr. 
GROW desired to be allowed to vote in the affirm- 
ative, 

The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania within the bar when his name was 
called ? 

Mr. GROW. I was not. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can be al- 
lowed to vote by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WAI SH. I object. 

The result of the vote on the motion to lay the 
motion on the table was then announced—yeas 
102, nays 75; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashe, David J. Bailey, 
Bayly, Banks, Belcher, Bissell. Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, 
Breckinridge, Brooks, Caskie, Chrisman, Clingman, Cobb, 
Colquitt, Craige, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dawson, 
Disney, Dowdell, Drum, Edgerton, Edmundson, Elliott, 
Ellison, Faulkner, Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Sampson 
W. Harris, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, 
Houston, Hughes, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 
Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, Kurtz. Lamb, Lane, Latham, 
Leteher, Lilly, Lindsley, Macdonald, McDougal, McNair, 
Mace, Maxwell, Mayall, Smith Miller, Morrison, Murray, 
Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Peckham, 
Bishop Perkins, John Perkins, Phelps, Philips, Powell, 
Pratt, Puryear, Reese, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Ruffin, 
Seymour, Shannon, Shaw, Skelton, Snodgrass, Richard 
H. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, 
Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J 
Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, Walsh, 
Warren, Westbrook, Witte, Hendrick B. Wright, and 
Zollicoffer—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Appleton, Ball, Barry, 
Benson, Bugg, Lewis D. Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, 
Chandler, Chase, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cul 
lom, Dick, Dickinson, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edmands, 
Foglish, Etheridge, Everhart, Farley, Flagler, Florence, 
Franklin, Giddings, Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harian, 
Harrison, Haven, Hiester, Hill, Howe, Hunt, Kerr, Knox, 
McCulloch, Macy, Matteson, Middieswarth, John G. 
Miller, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, 
Pennington, Pringle, Ready, Riddle, David Ritchie, Rogers, 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Gerrit Smith, William R. 
Smith, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, Upham, Wade, 
Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, John 
Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Yates—75. 


So the motion to lay the resolution on the table 
was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BISSELL. _Is it in order now to introduce 
bills of which previous notice has been given? 

The SPEAKER. Itis in order. 

Mr. BISSELL. Then I ask leaveto introduce 
the following bill: 

**An act making a grant of public lands to the 
several States and Territories of the Union, for 
the benefit of indigent insane persons.” 


¢ 
ul 


I ask for the 


Thomas H. 
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The bill was read a first and second time. 

Mr. BISSELL. I ask that this bill may be 
referred to a select committee. J 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to any 
such bill going to a select committee. | think it 
ought to go to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BISSELL. My only objection to this 
reference is, that that committee will undoubtedly 
be overwhelmed this session, as it was last, with 
bills proposing to make grants of land; and as the 
object of this bill is peculiar, I think it should 
have the reference I propose. 

Mr. JONES. This bill legitimately belongs to 
the Committee on Public Lands; and | cannot see 
why a select committee should be raised for the 
reference of this bill. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer the bill to the Committee on Public Lands; 
and a division being demanded, there were—ayes 
99, noes 51. ; : 

So the motion to refer the bill to the Committee 
on Public Lands was agreed to. 

REVENUE LAWS. 

Mr. CURTIS. JI ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to take up a resolution passed by 
the Senate, to provide for a deficiency for the revis- 
ion and eodification of the revenue laws. I think 
it can be done in a few moments. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is this in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order, except by 
unanimous consent. 


Mr. WALSH. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BISSELL introduced the following bill; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, viz: 

‘* A bill foran act to repeal the first proviso of the 
fourth section of the bounty land law of Septem- 
ber 28, 1850.”’ 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Is it in or- 
der now te offer bills of which previous notice has 
been given? 

The SPEAKER. 
for resolutions. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Then I ask leave to offer 
the following bills. 

Mr. ORR. Before the gentleman proceeds | 
should like to know how many bills a member has 
a right to introduce under this construction of the 
rule? 

The SPEAKER. By the construction which 
has been usually given to the rule, a member has 
been allowed to introduce all the bills of which 
previous notice has been given. 

Mr. COBB. I have some fifteen or sixteen bills 
which I want to introduce, of all of which notice 
has been given. 

The SPEAKER. 
bills. 

Mr. COBB. I desired to introduce bills. 1 
have a number here which I[ want to introduce 
early. I hope that, when next I get the floor, I 
shall be allowed to get them all in. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, in pursuance 
of previous notice, introduced a bill of the follow- 
ing title; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, viz: 

‘¢ A bill for the relief of the purchasers and loca- 
tors of swamp and overflowed lands.’’ 

Mr. WASHBURNE also, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, introduced the following bill; which 
was read a first and a second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce, viz: 

‘¢ A bill for the further improvement of the Rock 
Island and Des Moines Rapids in the Mississippi 
river.”’ 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois, in pursuance 
of previous notice, introduced the following bill; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, viz: 

‘* A bill extending the benefits of the pension 
laws to all persons serving in the late war with 
Great Britain, and the Indian wars prior thereto, 
and their widows.’’ 

Mr. PHELPS, in pursuance of previous notice, 
introduced the following bill; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, viz: 

** A bill to amend an actentitled ‘ An act to pro- 


I object. 


It is in order under the call 


They were resolutions, not 
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vide for the payment of horses and other property 
lost or destroyed in the military service of the 
United States,’ ’’ approved March 3, 1849. 

Mr. WARREN, in pursuance of previous no 
tice, introduced the following bill; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, viz: 

** A bill for a grant of land to the Mississippi, 
Ouachita, and Red River Railroad Company.’”’ 

Mr. GREENWOOD, in pursuance of previons 
notice, introduced the following bill; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, viz: 

**A bill to amend an act entitled ‘An act to divide 
the State of Arkansas into two judicial districts,’ *” 
approved March 3, 1851. , 

Mr. MAXWELL, 
notice, introduced 
read a first and time by ite title, and re 
ferred to the Committee on Pub! and 
ordered to be printed, viz: 


In pursuance of previous 
the following bill: which was 
second 


Lands, 


*¢ A bill granting the right of way and alternate 
sections of land to aid in the construction of rail 
roads between the waters of the Atlantic and the 
Gulf of Mexico.”’ 

Mr. MAXWELL. 
not been customary to order the printing of bills 
when introduced for \ 


, , ' = 
| nderst inding that it has 


reference to the 
committees, | modify my motion, 
simply that the bill be referred to 
on Public Landa. 

It was so ordered. 

Mr. MAXWELL. I ask leave of the 
to introduce ** a bill granting the rich 
making a grant of land to 


standir 
and move 


the Committee 


House 
tof wavand 
the States of Florida 
and Alabama, in aid of the construction of a rail- 
road from the waters of Pensacola Bay, in Flo: 
ida,to Montgomery, in the State of Alabama,’”’ of 
which previous notice has been given. 

There was no objection, and the bill was read a 
first and second time by itstitle, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. HENN. Iask leave of the House to in- 
troduce **a bill making a grant of land to the 
State of lowa in alternate sections, to aid in the 
construction of certain railroads in said State,’ of 
which previous notice has been given. 

There was no objection; and the bill was read 
a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. HENN. I now move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. HENN. I ask leave to introduce “a bill 
to grant a homestead to settlers on the publie 
land, and to provide for their sale to actual settlers 
only,’’ of which previous notice has been given. 

‘There was no objection; and the bill was read a 
first and second time by its title. 

Mr. HENN. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Publix 
be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 would surcest to 
the gentleman from lowa the propriety of moving 
the reference of his bill to the Committee on Ac 
riculture. That committee had charge of the sub 
ject at the last Congress and reported a bil! upon 
it to the House. 

Mr. HENN. I would prefer the reference of 
the bills to the Committee on Public Lands, as 
one bill has gone there already. | know thata 
bill on the same subject has been referred to the 
Committee on Agriculture. It may be that two 
committees are wiser than one, and they together 
may be able to get the measure passed. 

Mr. JONES. Has one |ill been referred tothe 
Committee on Public Lands ? 

Mr. HENN. 
ro there also. 

Mr. COBB. It is as well that I should make 
the point l am going to on my friend from lowa 
as on any other. I object to the printing of bills 
on their introduction for reference. Such has not 
been the practice of the House heretofore. If bills 
be printed, then they must always be reprintec 
when reported from the committees; thus involv- 
ing an additional and expense. I 
move to reconsider the vote by which the first 
bill introduced by the gentleman from was 
ordered to be printed. | trust that the gentleman 
will conform to the practice ef the House, and not 


Lands, and ordered to 


Yes, sir; and I desire this one to 


unneceseary 


Ow” 
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ask the printing of his bill till it shall have been 
reported from the committee. 

The Clerk again read the title of the bill. 

Mr. COBB. I object to the printing of it, for 
the reason that the system of printing bills on 
their introduction would cause a tremendous ex- 
peuse to Government. 

Mr. HENN. I would just observe, in con- 
necuon with the printing of this bill, that it pro- 
vides for the construction of certain railroads, 
which have been memorialized for by the Legis- 
lature of the State. It is more for the purpose 
of carrying out the wishes of the Legislature of 
the State that I ask it to be printed, than for any 
other reason. 

Mr. COBB. I would have no objection to the 
printing of the memorial itself. 

Mr. HENN. 
to be printed. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, it 
has never been the custom, I believe, to print 
bills when they are introduced and referred to a 
committee. When the committees report them 
back is the time when bills are ordered to be 
printed; but never on their introduction, I did 
not at first notice that the motion to print accom- 
panied the one to refer. 

The motion for reconsideration was then put, 
and agreed to. 

The question on the motion for printing was 
then put, and negatived. 

Mr. COBB. I makea similar motion in re- 
spect to the other bill on which the same order 
was granted, 

The Clerk read the other bill introduced by 
Mr. Henn, providing a grantof public lands and 
sale to actual settlers only. 

The question was put on the motion to print, 
and was also negatived. 


The memorial does not require 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon, offered the following | 


resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency and necessity of 
raising two or more regiments of mounted troops for the 
protection and defense of our frontiers; and that they be 
requested to report at an early day. 


There being no objection, the resolution was 
adopted. 


Mr. LANE also gave notice that he would on | 


to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce the following bills, viz: 

A bill to provide for the improvement of the 
navigation of Willamette river; 

A bill to provide for the extension of the mili- 
tary road from Myrtle Creek to Scottsburg; 


A bill to provide for the completion of public 


buildings for the Territory of Oregon; and 

A bill for the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth Thurs- 
ton, widow of Samuel R. Thurston, late Delegate 
from Oregon Territory. 

On motion by Mr. BERNHISEL, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the Legislative Assembly 
and Governor of the Territory of Utah be withdrawn from 


the files of the House, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


The SPEAKER. The object of the gentleman 


from Utah could be accomplished under the rule, 
however, and the Chair is of opinion that that 
would have been the more regular course. 

Mr. COBB. As we have finished the calling 
of the States and Territories for resolutions, | 
intend to appeal to the courtesy of the Speaker, as 


well as of the House, that my right which I had | 


to the floor when I proposed to introduce bills of | 


which previous notice had been given may be ex- 
tended, so as to enable me to present the bills of 
which notice has been given. 


The Speaker has | 


decided that it is not in order for any member to in- | 


troduce more than one bill at a time. 
to get rid of the bills which I have on my desk, 


that they may be referred to the proper commit- | 


tees. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I object. The 
gentieman from Alabama might have appealed 
from the decision of the Chair at the time it was 
made, if he was not satisfied with it. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion 


Iam anxious | 


that, according to the rule, it is his duty to com- | 


mence calling the States for resolutions precisely 
where he left off on yesterday. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
with all the States and Territories before we go 
back. 1 think thatis correct. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Does the Chair decide that || 


And get through | 
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we must go back in the call of the States at the 


point where we last left off ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so decided. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not wish to interfere 
with the order of business, but I desire to ask the 
House to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union upon the President’s 
message, 

{Cries of ** No!”? ¢6 No!’?] 

Mr. HOUSTON. lI intend to make that mo- 
tion as soon as gentlemen get clear of their reso- 
lutions. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman submit 
the motion now? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not. 


The SPEAKER then commenced the calling 
of the States for resolutions, commencing with the 
State of Indiana, when 

Mr. MACE asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, entitled ** A bill granting land to actual set- 
tlers;’’ which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

Also, a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, entitled ** A bill granting land to the States 
of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from De- 
troit to the mouth of the Big Platte, in lowa;”’ 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. ENGLISH asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill, of which previous notice had been 
given, entitled ‘*A bill to constitute the city of Jef- 
fersonville, in the State of Indiana, a port of deliv- 
ery;’’ which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I have a reso- 
lution which I desire to offer, and I will send it to 
the Clerk’s desk. 


The resolution was then read, as follows: 





Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds be directed to inquire into and report to this House 
by what authority of law an officer of the United States 
Army is employed to superintend the construction of the 
two wings of the Capitol; what bond, if any, he has been 
required to give for the faithful disbursement of the money 
appropriated for that purpose; what alterations he has 
made in the original design of the said wings, as approved 
by the President under the law of September 30, 1850; by 
what authority of law the said alterations were made, 
and what additional expense has been and will be here 
after incurred in consequence of said alterations; and 
also inquire into the expediency of placing that work upon 
said wings at the Capitol under the supervision of the Com 
missioner of the Public Buildings, or some other civil of- 
ficer to be appointed hereafter for that purpose. 

Mr. STANTON. Upon the passage of the 
resolution I demand the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman with- 
draw the demand for the previous question for one 
moment? I desire to refer him to the law upon 
that subject. 

Mr. STANTON. [ understand the law, and 
it authorizes no such thing. I ask for tellers upon 
the demand for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered. 


The question was then taken, (Messrs. Camp- 


BELL, of Ohio, and Harris acting as tellers,) and | 


there were—ayes 82; noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the passage 


of the resolution, and it was decided in the affirm- | 


ative. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE introduced a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, to amend 


an act, entitled ** An act to continue half pay to | 


certain widows and orphans,’’ approved the 3d of 
February, 1853; which was read a first and second 
time by its title. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE moved its reference to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That bill, if I mis- 
take not, is similar to others heretof ‘reintroduced, 
and relates more particularly to the widows of 
soldiers of other wars, since the war of the 
Revolution. 1 think it would more appropriately 
go to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I think I have pro- 
posed the proper reference. 

Mr. JONES. 1 will withdraw my proposition 
to refer. 


ec. 14, 


The bill was therefore referred to the Commits : 
| on Revolutionary Pensions. - 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. HILL. 1 ask leave to withdra 
files of the House the petition and 

case of Magatee and Eastham, wit 
| future reference. 

The SPEAKER. That can only be done } 
unanimous @onsent. The Chair again states ther 
the gentleman can accomplish his object b “' 
plying at the Clerk’s desk. 7? 

Mr. HILL. I supposed that rule referred op 
to the presentation of memorials, but that the tan. 
sent of the House was necessary to withdraw 
papers from the files of the House, 

he SPEAKER. Leave will be granted, yp. 
less objection be made. : 

There was no objection, and leave was granted 

Mr. EDGERTON, on leave, introduced 
of which previous notice had been given, grantine 
to the State of Ohio the unsold and unappropriated 
lands remaining in said State; which was read q 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana, gave notice of 
his intention on to-morrow, or some subsequent 

| day, to introduce a bill of the following title: 

A bill granting to the State of Louisiana the 
right of way and a portion of the public lands, for 
the purpose of locating and constructing a rail. 
road from Shreveport to the Mississippi river, in 
said State. 

Mr. COBB. [now propose to introduce various 

| bills, of which previous notice has been given, | 
begin with the following: 
A bill to extend the time for payment of duties 
on railroad iron, and for other purposes. 
The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. COBB. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 


WwW from the 


papers in the 
h a view of 


a bill, 


‘|| Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. It should go to the 


| Committee on Ways and Means. 
Mr. COBB. I have no particular choice as to 
the committee to which this bill may be referred; 
but I would remind gentlemen that, at the last 
session of Congress, we passed precisely such a 
| billas I now propose to introduce. That bill, 
| when introduced, was referred to the Committee on 

the Post Office and Post Roads, and was reported 

from that committee and passed. I say again that 
| I have no particular choice as to the committee. 
It is a question, I think, which will commend itself 
to the favorable consideration of every thinking 
mind in this House. I have nothing further to 
offer in regard to it. It is a matter of no conse- 
| quence to me to what committee it is referred. [ 
make the motion to refer to the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads, because I think it is 
| the most suitable committee. 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg to differ with the gentleman 
from Alabama, [Mr. Coss.] This is not a mere 
matter of choice between committees, but a mat- 
ter of principle is involved in this thing. I move to 
amend the motion of the gentleman from Alabama, 
by proposing the reference of this bill to the Com- 
| mittee on Ways and Means. 
| Mr. COBB. If any principle is involved, I 
would say that there is a very important matter 
involved in that bill—a matter in which railroad 
companies are concerned, and also the public ser- 
|| vicee—so far as regards the transportation of the 

mails. A great and important feature of this bill 
is connected with that branch of the public service. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I wish simply to suggest to 

the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Coss,) that 
_ the rule determines this question, in effect, by pro- 
| viding that matters relating to the public revenue 
shall go to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. COBB. If gentlemen desire the reference 
| to the Committee on Ways and Means, | have 
| merely to say that Il have such confidence in the 
| intelligence and sense of justice of the gentlemen 
| constituting that committee, that I am willing to 
allow the bill to have that reference, and I with- 
| draw my motion to refer it to the Committee on 
| the Post Office and Post Roads. 

The motion to refer the bill to the Committee 

_ on the Post Office and Post Roads was accordingly 
| withdrawn, and it was referred to the Committee 
/on Ways and Means. 


QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 
Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order. 





